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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School
Welcoming all, Nurturing Belief and Inspiring Futures.

	Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum Map 2026 -2027


	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	General Themes 
NB: These themes may be adapted at various points to allow for children’s interests
	
Marvellous me

Autumn / Harvest
	
Seasons

Celebrations
	
Once Upon a time
	
Growing
	
Minibeasts
	
Under the Sea

	RE 
	Creation and Covenant
Prophecy and Promise
	Galilee to Jerusalem
Desert to Garden
	Dialogue and Encounter
To the ends of the earth

	High quality Texts

	The Tiger who came to Tea
Peace at Last
All about me
The Colour Monster
The Invisible String
Funnybones
Stuck
Leaf Man
The Little Red Hen
Shine
	The Gruffalo
The Gruffalo’s Child
Owl Babies
Stick Man
Room on the Broom
Bog Baby
Percy the Park Keeper
The Christmas Story
	The Gingerbread Man
Goldilocks and the Three Bears
The Three Little Pigs
Little Red Riding Hood
Cinderella
Jack and the Beanstalk
	So much
Handa’s Hen
Handa’s Surprise
Once there were Giants
Non-Fiction books
Growing Good
Oliver’s vegetables
Oliver’s Fruit Salad
The Tiny Seed
When I grow Up
	The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Mad about Minibeasts
What the Ladybird Heard
Arrgh Spider
Superworm

	The Rainbow Fish
Sharing a Shell
Alba the 100 year old fish 
Who Swallowed Stanley
Little People Big Dreams 
A home for a Pirate
Pirates/Seaside



	Enrichment
	Harvest mass
Baking Bread
Autumn Walks
Black History Month 

	Bonfire night - firefighter visit 
Remembrance Day
Nativity Production
Trip into the local community

	Chinese New Year
Food tasting – different cultures

	Living eggs – Class chick project
Mother’s Day 
World Book Day 
Easter Bonnet Parade



	Visiting Farm
Frogspawn in classroom 
Minibeast walks
Minibeasts Hotels – school woods



	Under the Sea – singing songs and sea shanties
Map work  - Find the Treasure 
Father’s Day
Summer concert



	Diversity Texts to be read throughout the year during story time sessions

	BAME main characters
	Cultural diversity
	Neurodiversity
	physical disabilities
	Different families

	So much
Shine
Astro Girl
Lulu’s first day
Baby goes to market
Mommy saying
Full, full full of love
Jabari jumps
Have you seen elephant?
The Very Little Rapunzel
	The big book of families 
Maisie’s scrapbook
Hats of faith
The Jasmine Sneeze
Golden domes and silver lanterns
	We’re all wonders
Perfectly Norman
Incredible you
I see things differently 
Mr Gorski I think I have the wiggle fidgets
Because
What makes me a me?

	Its ok to be different 
When Charlie met Emma 
Only one you
Don’t call me special
Happy to be me 
Millie gets her super ears
	My pirate mums 
Mt two grandads
The girl with two dads
We are family 
More people to love me 
Our class is a family 
Love makes a family
Heather has two mummies




	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	General Themes 

	Marvellous me
Autumn / Harvest
	Seasons
Celebrations 
	Once Upon a time
	Growing
	Minibeasts
	Under the Sea
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	Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own play develop a larger store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning
 
Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For children to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges, and learn persistence.

Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, drawing on previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions. 


	Over Arching Principles 

	Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  

Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This promotes independence across the EYFS curriculum. 

Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where adults respond to their individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time. 

Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates. We must be aware of children who need greater support than others. 

A careful balance between adult-led and child-initiated learning, with carefully planned continuous provision and an enabling environment that evolves to meet the needs of our cohort. 
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	Prime Area – Personal. Social and Emotional Development

	Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.

	PSED
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Intent
	Build secure relationships with adults and peers; learn routines and expectations; recognise and talk about emotions; begin turn-taking and sharing. Mange own hygiene and ask for help when needed.
	Show confidence in trying new challenges; resolve minor conflicts; show empathy; take responsibility for small tasks. Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing:
	Show resilience and perseverance; work collaboratively; 

	Implementation

	NB. These statements have been split for extra focus, but all will apply on an ongoing basis throughout the reception year and children’s next steps/
The EEF evidence informed approaches and practices to support PSED are embedded in our curriculum.
· Teaching awareness of emotions and feelings.
· Teaching and modelling managing emotions and feelings.
· Teaching and modeling social communication 
· Teaching relationship skills
· Teaching how to sustain positive relationships
· Promoting self-care


	
	We use the  Ten Ten Life to the Full Plus curriculum to support teaching & learning of PSED . It covers the full scope of the PSED programme of study as outlined in the statutory EYFS framework, but with a faith-based and PSHE-integrated approach

	
	Unit 2 Me, my body and my health
	Unit 3 Emotional Well-Being
Unit 4 Life cycles
	Unit 1: Religious Understanding
Unit 2: Personal Relationships

	Unit 3: Life Online
Unit 4: Keeping Safe

	Unit 1: Religious Understanding
	Unit 2: Living in the Wider World

	Self-Regulation

	 Session 3 Ready Teddy
	Unit 3
Session 2 All the feelings
Session 3 Let’s get real
	
	Unit 3 session 1 What is the internet? 
Session 2 playing online
Unit 4 session 1 safe inside and out
	
	Session 2  When I grow up

	Managing Self
	Session 1 I am me 
Session 2
Head shoulders knees and toes
	 Unit 4Session 1Growing Up
	Unit 2 Session 3 Forever friends
	Unit 4 session 2 My body , my rules
Session 3 Feeling poorly
Session 4 People who help us
	
	Session 3 Money doesn’t grow on trees

	Building Relationships
	
	Unit 3Session 1 I like, you like, we all like
	Unit 1 session 1 Role Model 
Unit 2 session 2 You’ve got a friend in me
Unit 2 session 1 Who’s who
	
	Session 1 God is Love
Session2 Loving God loving others
	Session 1 me, you , us

	

	Impact
Early learning Goals

Self-Regulation: Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly. • Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate. • Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.

Managing Self: Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience, and perseverance in the face of challenge. • Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. • Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet, and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.

Building Relationships:  Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. • Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers. • Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.






	Prime Area – Communication and Language

	The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.


	

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Intent
	Develop listening and attention skills; follow simple instructions; use talk to organise play and express needs; build vocabulary through routines and familiar contexts.
	Extend vocabulary linked to stories and topics; retell stories; ask questions to find out more; use talk to explain ideas and events.
	Use full sentences to express thoughts clearly; connect ideas using conjunctions; participate in discussions; perform stories or poems confidently.

	Implementation
	The EEF evidence informed approaches and practices to support communication and language development in the early years are the bedrock of our curriculum and implemented throughout the year. 
· Teaching and Modelling Vocabulary and language using the Shrec approach to quality interactions.
· Daily interactive reading from high quality texts, rhymes or poems
· Teaching through collaborative talk
· Modelling social communication skills.
· ELCI Enhanced Language & Communication Initiative supports whole class speech, language and communication needs. Visuals, alternative communication boards and structured routines . Elci aims to enable inclusion for all from the start.
· All children screened using Wellcomm language intervention – understanding, expressive language, speech sounds and social use of language. 

	
	Listening and attentions activities and games
Wellcomm assessment 
	Discuss stories
Retelling with sequencing cards
Encourage storytelling and news sharing
Use sentence stems and prompts
	Multi-step instructions in play- Action songs and chants
Model extended sentences
 Use of story maps and oral rehearsal

	Role play and small world storytelling
Questioning games
 Partner talk
	Scaffolded problem-solving tasks Encourage verbal reasoning during play
	Use of non-fiction texts
Reflective circle time

	Impact -Early learning Goals 
Listening, Attention and understanding: 
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions.  Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. • Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers
Speaking:
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. • Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. • Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.














	Prime Area – Physical Development

	Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence.

	Intent
















Implementation 





	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: • rolling • crawling • walking • jumping • running • hopping • skipping • climbing
Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons
	Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace. Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility.
Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aiming
develop correct tripod grip and letter formation; manage dressing skills; use equipment with control.
	Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.
Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve a ball
Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully


	
	The EEF evidence informed approaches and practices to support physical development in the early years are embedded in our curriculum.
· Promoting physical development
· Teaching the skills needed for handling and movement
· Teaching the skills needed for mark making and letter formation
PE
We use Get Set for PE to support our Physical development curriculum. The children take part in two lessons per week. A well sequenced approach focusing on embedding fundamental movement skills into lessons, progressing to more complex skills in KS 1 & KS2. A structured approach to develop agility, balance, coordination and confidence whilst ensuring all pupils are included and encouraged to enjoy physical activity and have opportunities to experience a wide variety of sports and games.

	
	Gross motor skills
Children in Reception benefit from daily access to a well-resourced outdoor area, which plays a vital role in supporting their physical development. Through active exploration, climbing, balancing, running, and using equipment such as bikes, balls, and hoops, they strengthen their gross motor skills and coordination. These experiences also help them develop fundamental movement skills like jumping, throwing, catching, and spatial awareness and develop the skills needed for mark making. Children will take part in regular activities to develop their core muscles and shoulder stability.

	
	Unit 1 Introduction to PE
Unit 1 Fundamentals
	Unit 2 Introduction to PE
Unit 2 Fundamentals
	Unit 1 Gymnastics
	Unit 1 Games
	Ball Skills Unit 1
	Athletics

	
	Fine motor skills activities Throughout the Reception year, children are provided with a wide range of opportunities to develop and refine their fine motor skills across all areas of provision. Carefully planned activities—such as threading, cutting, mark making, construction, and using small tools—are embedded into daily routines and continuous provision, enabling children to practise and strengthen their hand–eye coordination, dexterity, and control. Practitioners use a clearly sequenced progression of skills to support children in confidently using one-handed tools, such as scissors, pencils, and cutlery. This structured approach ensures that each child builds the strength, precision, and independence needed for tasks like writing, drawing, and self-care, laying the foundation for future learning. 

	Impact Early learning Goals 

Gross Motor Skills: 
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. • Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing. • Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.

Fine Motor Skills:
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. • Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. • Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.










	Specific Area – Literacy

	It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing)

	Intent












Implementation
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Comprehension Children will independently look at a book, hold it the correct way and turn pages. 

Writing:
Dominant hand, tripod grip, mark making, giving meaning to marks and labelling. 

Writing initial sounds. Use initial sounds to label characters / images.  

Practising correct letter formation.


	Comprehension Children will engage and enjoy an increasing range of books.


Writing:
Name writing. 

Labelling using initial sounds.  

Practising correct letter formation.

	Comprehension Children will act out stories using recently introduced vocabulary. 


Writing:
Writing some of the tricky words such as I, me, my, like, to, the.  

Writing CVC words. 

Labels using CVC

Guided writing based around developing short sentences in a meaningful context.  

Practising correct letter formation.
	Comprehension Children will be able to talk about the characters in the books they are reading. 


Writing:
Creating own story maps, writing captions and labels, writing simple sentences. 

Writing short sentences to accompany story maps. 

Labels using CVC and CVCC.

Write a sentence ensuring correct letter formation.

	Comprehension Children will retell a story using vocabulary influenced by their book


Writing:
Writing for a purpose in role play using phonetically plausible attempts at words 

Begin to use finger spaces. 
 Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  

Ensuring correct letter formation.

Labels using CVC and CVCC, CCVC and CCVCC


	Comprehension Children will be able to answer questions about what they have read. Word Reading Children will read books matched to their phonics ability.

Writing: 
Story writing, writing sentences using a range of tricky words that are spelt correctly.
 
Beginning to use full stops, capital letters and finger spaces. 
 
Using familiar texts as a model for writing own stories. 

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.

	
	The EEF evidence informed approaches and practices to support literacy in the early years are embedded in our curriculum.
· Interactive reading – Daily reading high quality texts, rhymes and poems
· Systematic, synthetic phonics – RWI
· Teaching mark making and letter formation – Daily physical development activities to prepare to write and daily letter formation practise.
· Interactive writing – Daily modelled writing by adult

	
	Phonics: RWI

After baseline, to begin by the 14th September

Group A (Whole Class)
Read all Set 1 single sounds 
Learn to blend: Word Time 1.1 to 1.3
Sound out using Fred Talk 
Spell using Fred Fingers
	Phonics: RWI

Group B (Differentiated Groups)
Read 25 Set 1 sounds 
Blend orally and read CVC words
Learn to blend: Word Time 1.1 to 1.4
Sound out using Fred Talk
 Spell using Fred Fingers

	Phonics: RWI

Ditty
Set 1 Special Friends
Read words with Special Friends: Word Time 1.5 and 1.6  
Read 3-sound nonsense words
Spell using Fred Fingers
	Phonics: RWI

Red
Review Set 1 Sounds (reading only) Read 4/5 sound words: 
Word Time 1.6 and 1.7
Read Word Time 1.1 - 1.4 speedily 
Read 3/4 sound nonsense words Spell using Fred Fingers
Begin to Fred in Head 
	Phonics: RWI

Green
Read Set 2 Sounds and Phonics Green Words Read Set 1 Phonics Green Words and build speed Read nonsense words Spell using Fred Fingers




	
	Foundation and patterns

Poetry Basket 
	Lower case letter families
	
	
	
	

	Impact ELG
Comprehension: Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. • Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. • Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play. 
Word Reading Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. • Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. • Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 
Writing Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. • Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. • Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.






	Specific Area – Maths

	Intent
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.

	


	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Initial first two weeks getting to know the children.

Match, Sort and Compare
· Match objects
· Match pictures and objects
· Identify a set
· Sort objects to a type
· Explore sorting techniques
· Create sorting rules
· Compare amounts

Talk about Measure and Patterns
· Compare size
· Compare mass
· Compare capacity
· Explore simple patterns
· Copy and continue simple patterns
· Create simple patterns

It’s Me 1,2,3
· Find 1, 2 and 3
· Subitise 1, 2 and 3
· Represent 1, 2 and 3
· 1 more
· 1 less
· Composition of 1, 2 and 3

	  Circles and Triangles
· Identify and name circles and triangles
· Compare circles and triangles
· Shapes in the environment
· Describe position

1,2,3,4,5
· Find 4 and 5
· Subitise 4 and 5
· Represent 4 and 5
· 1 more
· 1 less
· Composition of 4 and 5
· Composition of 1-5


Shapes with 4 Sides
· Identify and name shapes with 4 sides
· Combine shapes with 4 sides
· Shapes in the environment
· My day and night. 


	Alive in 5 
· Introduce zero
· Find 0 to 5
· 3 Subitise 0 to 5
· Represent 0 to 5
·  1 more
· 1 less
· Composition
· Conceptual subitising to 5

Mass and capacity
· Compare mass 
· Find a balance
· Explore capacity
· Compare capacity

Growing 6,7,8
· Find 6, 7 and 8
· Represent 6, 7 and 8
· 1 more
· 1 less
· Composition of 6, 7 and 8
· Make pairs—odd and even
· Double to 8 (find a double)
· Double to 8 (make a double)
· Combine 2 groups
· Conceptual subitising 

Length, height and time
· Explore length
· Compare length
· Explore height
· Compare height
· Talk about time
· Order and sequence time
	Building 9 and 10 
· Find 9 and 10
· Compare numbers to 10
· Represent 9 and 10
· Conceptual subitising to 10
· 1 more
· 1 less
· Composition to 10
· Bonds to 10 (2 parts)
· Make arrangements of 10
· Bonds to 10 (3 parts)
· Doubles to 10 (find a double)
· Doubles to 10 (make a double)
· Explore even and odd

Explore 3-D shapes
· Recognise and name 3-D shapes
· Find 2-D shapes within 3-D shapes
· Use 3-D shapes for tasks
· 3-D shapes in the environment
· Identify more complex patterns
· Copy and continue patterns
· Patterns in the environment


	To 20 and beyond
· Build numbers beyond 10 (10 -13)
· Continue patterns beyond 10 (10-13)
· Build numbers beyond 10 (14-20)
· Continue patterns beyond 10 (14-20)
· Verbal counting beyond 20
· Verbal counting patterns

How many now?
· Add more
· How many did I add?
· Take away
· How many did I take away?

Manipulate, compose and decompose 
· Select shapes for a purpose
· Rotate shapes
· Manipulate shapes
· Explain shape arrangements
· Compose shapes
· Decompose shapes
· Copy 2-D shape pictures
· Find 2-D shapes within 3-D shapes


	Sharing and grouping
· Explore sharing
· Sharing
· Explore grouping
· Grouping
· Even and odd sharing
· Play with and build doubles

Visualise, build and map 
· Identify units of repeating patterns
· Create own pattern rules
· Explore own pattern rules
· Replicate and build scenes and constructions
· Visualise from different positions
· Describe positions
· Give instructions to build
· Explore mapping
· Represent maps with models
· Create own maps from familiar places
· Create own maps and plans from story situations


Make connections
· Deepen understanding
· Patterns and relationships

	Implementation
	Children in reception have a daily mathematics lesson following the White Rose for Reception programme. White Rose Maths aligns closely with the EEF’s Evidence Store by providing a structured framework that embeds mathematical thinking and talk into the heart of early years practice. The schemes support the DfE statutory framework by fostering an environment where teachers can create a mathematically rich curriculum, specifically promoting fluency and the association between number and quantity.
By dividing the year into 18 strategic blocks, the curriculum ensures that key concepts—including number, shape, measure, and spatial thinking—are consistently revisited and developed. This mastery-led approach supports the EEF’s emphasis on modelling comparisons and connections while facilitating mathematical vocabulary through adult-initiated guidance. Furthermore, the variety of opportunities provided within the scheme encourages exploration and problem-solving, aligning with the EEF’s focus on using both structured and child-led opportunities to deepen mathematical reasoning.

	Impact
Early Learning Goals:
Number:
Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. • Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. • Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.

Numerical Patterns:
Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. • Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. • Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.



	
Specific Area – Understanding the World

	Intent
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increase their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, social, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

The curriculum has been strategically planned to ensure that Understanding the World (UTW) is taught progressively across the year. While the prime areas of learning—Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, and Physical Development—are prioritised during the Autumn term to establish strong foundations, UTW teaching becomes more prominent in the Spring and Summer terms. This approach allows children to build the attention, language, and social skills needed to engage meaningfully with scientific and cultural concepts.


	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Science Implementation 
	Changing Seasons –Autumn:
Children will hunt for autumnal treasures and use these for leaf rubbings or sorting activities. They will recognise changes and different types of weather. 

Our Beautiful Planet
Exploring outdoors, children discover the wonders of the natural world. They plant seeds, mix plants in the mud kitchen and learn to care for our beautiful planet.

	Changing Seasons –Winter
Using natural tools, children will make their own animals ready to hibernate. 
	I am a Scientist:
Exploring outdoors, children discover the wonders of the natural world. They plant seeds, mix plants in the mud kitchen and learn to care for our beautiful planet. 

	Changing Seasons –Spring:
Through dance, children will explore the life cycle of a butterfly and recognise outdoor changes in spring. 

Animal Adventures:
Exploring animals big and small on the school grounds and further afield, identifying similarities and differences and sorting animals into groups.
	
	Changing Seasons (Summer):
observing how the natural world transforms through the year and recognising how these changes affect the weather, plants and animals.


	ELG
	Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.
	Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.  
	Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

	
	Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.


	Development Matters
	Explore the natural world around them.
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.
	Explore the natural world around them

	Explore the natural world around them.

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.

	
	Explore the natural world around them.

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.


	History Implementation
	
	
	
	
	Adventures through time: Comparing and contrasting people from the past and now by looking at photographs, listening to their stories and learning about their achievements.
	Peek into the past: 
Opportunities for the children to reflect on memories and experiences from their own past and comment on images of familiar situations in the past.

	ELG
	
	
	
	
	Understand the past through settings, characters, and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.


	Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.


	Development Matters
	
	
	
	
	Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.

	Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.


	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Geography Implementation
	
	
	Around the World:
Exploring diverse global environments, comparing them to local ones through activities using digital map exploration, books and role play to enhance the understanding of geography and cultural differences.

	
	Outdoor Adventures: 
Using the senses to explore and describe the natural world around them whilst outside; understanding the effect of the changing seasons.

	Exploring maps: 
Exploring maps through discussion, story-telling, games and creative activity. 

	ELG
	
	
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts, and maps.  

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.  

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.  

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
	
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.


	Development matters
	
	
	Recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they live.
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
Draw information from a simple map.

	
	Explore the natural world around them.

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.

	Draw information from a simple map.

Explore the natural world around them.

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.
Recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they live.

Understand that some places are special to members of their community.


	Impact
Early Learning Goals:
People. Culture & Communities: Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. • Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. • Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, nonfiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.
The Natural World: Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. • Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. • Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter



	Specific Area – Expressive Arts and Design

	The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.
Give children an insight into new musical worlds. Invite musicians in to play music to children and talk about it. Encourage children to listen attentively to music. Discuss changes and patterns as a piece of music develops. 


	Intent



Implementation
Creating with materials

Being imaginative and Expressive

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Explore colour, texture, and materials; learn familiar songs; engage in imaginative role play; create self-portraits.
	Experiment with printing, collage, and model-making; move to music; develop storylines in play; use props for storytelling.
	Plan and create independent art projects; perform songs and stories; combine media and techniques; express ideas confidently.

	
	 Art (Kapow) Marvellous Marks

Get set for music Unit 1 Nursery rhymes
	

Get set for music Unit 1 All about me
	Art (Kapow) Paint my world

Get set for music Unit 1 Traditional Tales
	

Get set for music Unit 2 Whatever the weather
	Design technology (Kapow) Let’s get crafty
Get set for music Unit 2 Mini Beasts
	

Get set for music Unit 2 Deep blue sea

	Impact
Early Learning Goals:
Creating with Materials:
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. • Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. • Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.

Being Imaginative and Expressive
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher. • Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. • Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music.
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