
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School
Reception Phonics Evening

Can you decode these phonetic spellings?



• To understand the importance of speaking and 
listening in the development of reading and 
writing.

• To introduce the way we teach phonics, reading 
and writing in school.

• To share strategies to support you at home with 
your child's reading development.

Our Aims



Reading is a life skill

Being an engaged reader is a strong predictor for…

• Future education achievement 
• Future job success
• Life success 



Early Learning Goals
Literacy:
▪ They can read and understand simple 

sentences
▪ They use phonic knowledge to decode regular 

words and read them aloud clearly
▪ They read some common irregular words
▪ They demonstrate understanding when talking 

about what they have read. 



Our Scheme
• Read Write Inc is the UK’s number one ranked systematic synthetic phonics 

programme 

• It was created by Dame Ruth Miskin

• All teachers are coached how to teach phonics and receive regular training 

sessions



How will your child learn?
• If your child has been present at school everyday, they will 

already know 15 sounds! 

• They will learn a sound a day. This includes:
• Saying the sound

• Saying words that begin with that sound

• Writing the letter

• Orally blending words that include that sound. 



How do phonics help us read? 

Say “Hello” to Fred. 

Fred can only talk in sounds...

He says “c_a_t.” Not cat.

We call this Fred Talk.



Example lesson



On YouTube you can find 
the RWI Pronunciation 
video



Assessment 

• The first assessment will take just after the October half 
term holiday

• Children at this point will be grouped based on their phonics 
knowledge and ability to blend and read words. 

• By this point in the Autumn term, it is hoped that children 
will be able to recall all of the single sounds and be able to 
orally blend words. 



Reading books



How to listen to your child 
read at home

• Do not read the book aloud before your child reads it to you.

• Ask your child to read the sounds and words before he or she reads the story (including 
red words)

• When your child reads the story, ask him or her to sound out the words that he or she 
can’t read automatically. 

• Don’t allow your child to struggle too much. Praise your child when he or she succeeds.

• Read back each sentence or page to keep the plot moving. (Your child’s energy is going 
into reading the words, not the story.)

• Do not ask your child to guess the word by using the pictures.

• Do it all with patience and love!



How you can read to your 
child

• Read to your child every day 

• Read favourite stories over and over again 

• Read some stories at a higher level than they can read themselves.

• Listen to them reading their take home Phonics storybooks every day. 

• Encourage them to read things they find around them such as road 
signs, shopping lists, letters



Handwriting



What if my child cannot hold a pencil?



What not to encourage.

• Capital letters instead of lowercase

• Taking the pencil off the page when forming letters. This should only 

be done for: t, i, f, and j. 

• Fist grip for holding a pencil

• Giving up! Try and try again 



Letter formation



Where can I get resources?



How you can use the cards at home?

1.   Ask your child to say the name of the picture on the back of each 
card, e.g. a-a-a-apple, sssssnake, getting quicker each time.

2.   Help your child to say the sound hidden behind each picture, e.g. ‘s’ 
is behind the snake. Repeat until your child can do this quickly.

3.   Help your child to say the sounds on the letter side, getting quicker 
each time. If he or she forgets, turn back to the picture side. When your 
child can say the sounds without turning over to check, increase the 
speed! 



Any questions?


