
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 
Curriculum Map – Year 2 

 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Let’s Explore the World Wriggle and Crawl Magnificent Monarchs Muck, Mess and 
Mixtures 

Bright Lights, Big City Land Ahoy! 

      
This essential skills and 

knowledge project teaches 
children about atlases, maps 
and cardinal compass points. 

They learn about the 
characteristics of the four 

countries of the United Kingdom 
and find out why there are hot, 

temperate and cold places 
around the world. They also 

compare England to Somalia. 
Children carry out fieldwork, 

collecting primary data in their 
locality to answer geographical 

questions. 

Grab your coat and potter – 
we’re going out and about on a 

mini beast hunt. Sweep your 
nets in ponds and lift up logs to 
see whose home. Then set up a 

mini beast laboratory and 
observe their every move. Add 

notes and labels and ask 
research questions, just like a 
real entomologist. Learn about 

bees and worms and butterflies 
too. Can you make a food chain 

to show that eats who? Carry 
out investigations to find out 

more, like how far a snail travels 
in a day and how a spider 

catches its prey. Then animate 
to show how your favourite bug 

transforms from one form to 
another, perhaps a caterpillar to 

a butterfly or a maggot to a fly. 
On your belly, legs at the ready, 

it’s time to wriggle and crawl. 

This project teaches children 
about the English and British 

monarchy from AD 871 to the 
present day. Using timelines, 

information about royal palaces, 
portraits and other historical 

sources, they build up an 
understanding of the monarchs 

and then research six of the 
most significant sovereigns. 

Let’s get messy. Muck and 
mess are good. In fact, they're 

marvellous. Dive in and get your 
hands and feet all sticky and 

covered in paint. Play with 
liquids, squish some dough and 

check out the slushiest and 
mushiest foods. Pour, mix, stir 
and splat. How does it feel to 

get your hands covered in goo? 
Make a wobbly jelly and draw 

with wibbly clay. Write recipes, 
instructions, riddles and poems 

– there are loads of scrummy 
words to describe messy 

mixtures. Work with paint and 
other squelchy stuff to create a 

new gallery space. What will 
you make? How will you arrange 

it? How will the gallery make 
you and your visitors feel? Don’t 

worry about the mess – it’ll 
always wash. 

This project teaches children 
about the physical and human 
characteristics of the United 
Kingdom, including a detailed 

exploration of the 
characteristics and features of 

the capital city, London. 

Yo ho, yo ho, it’s a sailor’s life for 
me. Get your sea legs on, it’s time 

to sail the salty seas. Navigate, 
investigate and explore the world, 

just like Captain Cook. Make a 
boat, sink a ship, fly a pirate flag. 

Speak like a pirate, write like a 
poet, then weigh and measure a 
pirate’s booty. How do rescues 
happen at sea? Find out about 

brave volunteers and young Miss 
Darling, rowing her boat across 
stormy seas. Sing a sea shanty 
whilst cleaning the poop deck, 

then search the school grounds 
for Captain Longbeard’s hidden 

treasure. There’s land ahead. 
Let’s get this ship to port. 

 

 


