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Mrs Lawlor Writes … 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

I apologise for the flurry of ParentMail over the last few weeks and hopefully you are not feeling too bombarded. 

Half term is fast approaching and we are really looking forward to the production of Aladdin on the 11th, 12th and 

13th February.  We hope all those who would like to see it have managed to get tickets for a performance. 

The children have worked really hard to memorise their lines and dances, and staff have been busy building and 

making props, and getting the stage ready for action.  We can’t wait to see it! 

Good luck to all the cast, back stage and front of house crew, to Mrs Pither and the SJA refreshment team, and 

everyone involved,   

Here’s a little preview of our marvelous palace!     On with the show! 
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As you know we are working towards the Surrey Charter Mark for Anti Bullying. We shall be assessed and 

hopefully accredited on Tuesday 30th April 2019.  

As part of our work in school the staff have been recently trained in managing conflict and challenging behaviour 

using a restorative approach. The training helped us to understand and discuss what a restorative classroom/school 

is like in terms of what we would expect to hear, see and feel. We discussed the importance of high levels of 

nurture but also firm and consistent boundaries so that everyone in the classroom and school feels safe, confident 

and empowered.  

The training is designed to ensure we have a consistent approach to managing conflict across the school and that 

everyone is approaching difficult situations in a more uniformed way. To help with this we have been trained in 

using the 5 magic questions. 

1. Unique stories: ‘What happened? What’s going on?’ 

2. Linking thoughts to feelings: ‘What are you thinking? And so what were you feeling inside?’ 

3. Harm and effect: ‘Who was harmed/affected by what has happened? How have they been affected?’ 

4. Needs and repair: ‘What do you need to feel better about this?’ 

5. Putting things right together – ownership of problem solving and decision making: ‘What do you think 

needs to happen to put things right?’ 

 We fully intend to have assemblies with the children so they are aware of the 5 magic questions. They are also 

displayed around the school for children and adults to refer to. You also may find them useful at home with 

children articulating their feelings and understanding empathy. 

 

Energy Kidz 

The Energy Kidz club is continuing to grow in popularity and we are delighted to see the numbers increasing. Our 

aim is to extend the provision over school holidays. This will be in addition to the K & R Sports Camps we 

normally run during holidays.  

Our first holiday club will be for the May half term ( 28th – 31st May 2019). 
 

 

Christian Unity 
‘For when two or three 

are gathered in my 

name, then I am with 

them’ 
 

We observed an 

International Week of 

Prayer for Christian 

Unity in January at St 

Joseph’s. 
 

‘The right hand of God 

Is lifting in our land, 

Lifting the fallen one by 

name, and rescued now 

from shame 

By the lifting of the right 

hand of God, 

Your right hand O Lord 

is glorious’ 
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TV Space Expert Visits Year 5 

Pete Brown, a television producer, came to visit Year 5 last week.  

The children have been studying space and have been learning about 

NASA and the Apollo missions, and were very excited to hear all 

about Pete’s adventures visiting NASA whilst making a film about 

Mars – including meeting Buzz Aldrin. 

He described his excitement of actually seeing one of the Apollo 

spacecraft travelling through the sky – and having his sighting 

confirmed by Patrick Moore himself. 

The children were enthralled and Pete was very impressed by their 

excitement and curiosity, stating he loved their questions, and was 

very heartened that our children were just as fascinated by space as 

he was as a child. 

He gave them a sample of the re-created Mars dust that was given by 

scientists at NASA.  They use it to see if crops can be grown on 

Mars, and he suggested that we try to do the same! 

We would like extend our enormous thanks to Pete for his time he 

gave to us at St Joseph’s, and for the excitement he has brought to 

Year 5 this week. 
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Fireman Doug Visits EYFS 

We have been very lucky in Reception this week as we have been visited by a real-life super hero!  Mr Gilbert the 

Firefighter came to tell us all about what it is like to be a firefighter.  Mr Gilbert demonstrated how firefighters 

move around buildings using touch when they can’t see because of smoke. He also brought in a fire hose and 

some other equipment which the children were thrilled to be able to handle and explore.  

The children were so interested and asked some wonderful questions, but were particularly excited when they got 

to try on the fire helmets and clothes! 
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Year 6 - Night at the Opera 

Some of our Year 6 children enjoyed a wonderful night at the English National Opera to see Puccini’s ‘La 

Boheme’.  For most of our children this was their first experience of Opera, and the children thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves. 

Mrs Lawlor, Mrs Scanlon and Mrs McGrath led the trip to the ENO, and were delighted with our children on the 

night.  ‘It was wonderful to see the reaction of many of the children, with most of them completely immersed in 

the action and emotion of the unfolding scenes.  They behaved impeccably at the theatre, and we received many 

complements about their conduct when we were there.  We hope this experience has ignited a love for this genre 

of theatre in the children, and we look forward to getting another opportunity to visit the Opera in the future.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Star Writers 

We have a wonderful display in the KS2 corridor, of the brilliant work of our ‘Star Writers.’  Children’s work 

from all classes from EYFS right through to Year 6, which showed fantastic effort and wonderful writing are 

displayed for all to see. 

We congratulate these children for their exceptional work, and look forward to displaying other excellent work 

there in the future. 
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 Entrance Upgrade 

You will have seen that our building work has started on our 

new entrance and reception area. 

We will be moving our office facilities into the spare Year 1 

classroom at the outside corner of the school building (just by 

the cross at the top of the school steps) for the duration of the 

build, and the new access will be the first door by the Year 1 

gate. 

We anticipate that the works will be finished by the end of the 

Easter break, when you will be able to access the building 

through our beautiful new entrance and reception area. 

We thank you for your patience throughout this build. 

Reminders 

We would like to remind parents that we are strictly a NUT FREE school. Please make sure when sending 

lunches or snacks in to St Joseph’s with your child that they do not contain nut or nut ingredients.  This includes 

Nutella bars/snacks or any museli bars with nut ingredients. 

We have children at our school with nut allergies, so it is very important that we remain nut free at St Joseph’s. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

Warm Regards 

Tamsyn Lawlor and Staff 

 

Date  Event  Where and Who 

9th February 2019 Aladdin Dress Rehearsal 9.00am – 4.00pm at St Joseph’s 

School 

11th February 2019 Aladdin Matinee  1.30pm at St Joseph’s School 

12th February 2019 Aladdin  7.00pm at St Joseph’s School 

13th February 2019 Year 5 Visit St Bede’s to watch 

Beauty & the Beast 

Leaving St Joseph’s promptly at 

8.50am  

13th February 2019 Aladdin  7.00pm at St Joseph’s School 

14th February 2019 Last Day of Half Term – finish  3.05pm/3.15pm 

15th February 2019 INSET day – No School   

25th February 2019 School Reopens after Half Term Gates opern 8.40am for 8.50am 

Start 

27th February 2019 Year 3 Visit to Mass St Joseph’s Church for 10.00am 

Mass 

28th February 2019 Year 4 Viking Day All Day at St Joseph’s 

 

RIP 

We are very sad to 

report the news of the 

death of Mrs De 

Sampayo’s father and 

also of Mrs Fairbank’s 

father. 

We would like to 

extent to them our 

sincerest sympathy.   

We hope you will join 

us in praying for their 

families at this very 

difficult time. 


