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Dear Parents and guardians 

Happy New Year and welcome back to 2019 and to the spring term. I hope you all 

enjoyed a wonderful Christmas and a complete rest; from what I can gather the only 

complaint was that the break was too short! 

The children have all returned happy and although a bit tired on the first day back 

have quickly bounced back into action.  The half term is already gaining pace with a 

lot of activities planned.  We have been lucky enough to secure 28 free tickets for the 

English National Opera to see Puccini's ‘La Bohème’.  We have offered the 

opportunity to our Year 6 pupils.  I am sure it will be a wonderful experience for them 

and for the staff attending. 

We have 3 parent information evenings coming up for parents in Year 1, Year 2 and 

Year 6.  Information has been sent out, please do try and attend the meetings as 

they will provide you with information about statutory assessments and testing. (Year 

1 Phonics – 17th January 2019, Year 6 SATs information and update – 24th January 

2019 and Year 2 assessment information – 31st January 2019) 

Welcome back to our returning members of staff - Mrs Katherine Cook returning to 

Year 6 and Mrs Katy Lear returning to RPG. I would like to wish Mrs Gilbert all the 

very best as she begins her maternity leave on the 31st January 2019.  I would also 

like to extend a warm welcome to two new members of staff - Mrs Leathem (Year 3 

intervention TA) and to Miss S Wright (Year 2 TA).  

This term we are working towards achieving the Surrey Anti – Bullying Charter Mark. 

The accreditation day and assessment will take place at the end of the term.  Mrs 

Cook has taken over from Mrs Hallett and is leading the initiative in school.   

We are continuing to embed our maths mastery approach in the teaching of maths 

and to help children become fluent and confident with number, multiplication facts 

and number bonds.  We are continuing to work with the South West Maths hub 

through the Teacher Research Group to enhance the opportunities our teachers 

receive in teaching and implementing strategies for effective maths teaching.  



 

 

Unfortunately on the last day of the autumn term we had a parking situation in the 

coach bay which caused some unpleasant behaviour and heated exchanges.  The 

coach bay cannot be used to park in at the end of the school day, as it is used by 

mini busses collecting children from the school and on the odd occasion a coach will 

be dropping off.  The road is becoming increasingly more dangerous and if parents 

continue to make poor judgements and decisions with regard to parking than a 

serious accident will happen.  There is plenty of parking around and it just requires a 

bit of thought and planning.  Please let us make it our New Year’s resolution.  I would 

like to thank Mr Wood for maintaining a positive presence outside the school from 

3pm, it is making a difference and people are thinking twice about pulling into the 

coach bay. 

 

A few reminders: 

 If you are applying for your child to attend Reception Year at St Joseph’s 

School in September 2019, please ensure that you have returned your 

Supplementary Information Forms (SIF) to the school by the closing date of 

15th January 2019.  

 Internet Safety Day – Tuesday 5th February 2019. 

 Production ‘Aladdin’ – Performances will be on 11th (Matinee 1.30pm), and 

the 12th and 13th February 2019 (evening 7pm). 

 INSET day 15th February 2019. 

 

We look forward as always to a productive and happy term ahead. 

Thank you for your continued support 

 

Mrs T Lawlor and staff. 


