
Learning and laughing together in the light of God’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Lawlor writes … 

The season of Advent helps us to prepare for the coming weeks and provides an opportunity for our 

distinctiveness as a Catholic School to be celebrated. Pope Francis reminds us that Advent is a time of 

waiting and expectation. The season of Advent is traditionally celebrated with readings from the 

Prophets and the lighting of the Advent Wreath. Advent wreaths are circular, representing God's 

infinite love, and are usually made of evergreen leaves, which "represent the hope of eternal life 

brought by Jesus Christ." The candles represent hope, love, joy and faith. Hope is an important word 

to reflect on at this time as we hope for peace in our families, country and the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
3K’s assembly about ‘Love ‘was a good reminder to 
demonstrate hope and love during this season of 

preparation and expectation. 'In 3K we have been 
learning about love, and how it is important for us all 
to be more loving.' You don’t need to have a 
superpower to have love in your heart. Love will out.. 
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The school is busy rehearsing the respective nativity plays and we look forward to welcoming families 

to these special occasions. Starting on Friday 6th with Reception and ending with our KS2 children on 

the 11th December 2019 at 7pm at St Joseph’s Church Redhill. 

On the 6th November we had a visit from the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton. Sarah Feist (school 

improvement office) carried out an Ethos visit and looked at RE teaching and learning as well as the 

Catholic life of the school, prayer and worship. It was a very productive visit and the children were 

exceptionally welcoming to our visitors. Their politeness and knowledge of the school was positively 

commented on. 

 

We had another very well attended School Open Morning on the 12th November. We look forward to 

welcoming new reception children in September. 

The Year 6 Eco Council have been very active this term with their initiative to sell bookmarks. Their 

hope is to be able to raise money and make bird feeders so we can attract more birds on site in time 

for the national bird watching week in February. Well done to the eco council for their enthusiasm 

and interest. 

The outdoor gym, a Primary Leadership Team initiative has now been installed for all to enjoy. Thank 

you to The Parish of the Nativity of the Lord for their generous donation of funds which has enabled 

us to improve our outside provision. 

Digital Leaders 
 
Our Digital Leaders were announced this month. Digital leaders are responsible for helping to support 
the curriculum in school whilst highlighting the importance of online safety. Our digital leaders are 
hoping to go on a trip to and exhibition in London in the New Year. Our digital leaders were nominated 
as follows: 
1CS Amber & Eduardo. 1B Theo & Marianne. 1DB  Finnbar and Annabelle. 2P  Annabel & Seth. 2R 
Krishiv & Gracie. 2G  Jack & Lara. 3A  Vihaan & Betty. 3K  Patrick & Agness. 3TF  Rose & Isla. 4DA  Maeve 
& Maciej. 4H  Saoirse & Jacob. 5D  Alana & Sammy. 6H  Coen & Amilia. 6MC  Archie & Hannan. 
 
 

 

Remembrance Day was celebrated by Y6 

leading us in an extremely moving assembly. 

The assembly included a two minute silence 

in respect of servicemen and women related 

to our families and staff. It was poignant to 

see the images of loved ones on the screen. 

Thank you to children and teachers for their 

wonderful contributions. 

Thank you to all those who baked, 

bought and ate cake for the Big 

Coffee Morning. St Josephs were 

able to donate £300.64 to 

MacMillian. 
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On Thursday 7th November, Year 6 

visited Preston Manor in Brighton as part of their 

Victorian topic work. The children took part in role play 

activities as if they were servants in 1897 and needed 

to make beds, clean cutlery, bake cakes and sweep 

carpets! We enjoyed our visit and have followed it up 

with various different tasks in class. Thank you to the 

parent helpers who attended one of the two visits. 

 

A Rock Slam! 

On Friday 22nd November, St Joseph’s became a 
rock star arena full of upcoming rock stars! The 
purpose of this day was to relaunch Times Table 
Rock Stars and get children more actively 
participating on the site. We want children to see 
that maths is fun and can be learnt in so many 
different ways! It was amazing to see such a 
variety of rock stars and everyone looked great, 
including the teachers of course! Well done to 
those who got Best Dressed; it was such a hard 
decision to make.  

Throughout the day, children played counting 
games, times table games and even got to design 
their own avatar.  

Thank you to all for ‘rocking out’ and making it a 
day we won’t forget! 
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On Wednesday 13th November, our year 3+4 football team and Mr Hughes went down the road 
to St Matthew's to compete in the annual tournament. 
 
After losing 3-1 in the opening match to Wray Common, our team then went on a good run of 
results - beating Merstham 6-1, Furzefield 3-0 and drawing with both Reigate Parish and St 
Matthew's. 
 
Due to the team's good form, we progressed to the knock out part of the tournament and were 
drawn to play against Lime Tree. In a close game, goals from Aongus and Maciej meant we 
qualified for the semi-final with a 2-0 victory. 
 

In the semi-final we again met Wray Common. After a 1-1 draw, the match went to penalties. 
Despite some fine penalties being scored, we lost the shootout. In our final match of the day we 
met St John's in the 3rd/4th place play off and our result was enough to secure 3rd place overall. 
 
This was a fantastic achievement from the team and they represented our school in superb 
fashion. Mr Hughes was extremely proud of them all and hopes to see them develop their 
football further as they make their way through the school. 
Full results (goalscorers in brackets) 
 
Group stage 
Wray Common - lost 3-1 (Aongus) 
Merstham - won 6-1 (Aongus 4, Maciej 2) 
Furzefield - won 3-0 (Aongus, Kuba, Auryn) 
Reigate Parish - drew 1-1 (Maciej) 
St Matthew's - drew 0-0 
 
Quarter final 
Lime Tree - 2-0 (Aongus, Maciej) 
 
Semi final 
Wray Common - drew 1-1 (Maciej) - lost 3-1 on penalties 
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Sports Crew 2019-2020 

Many children have represented our school at various sporting events in the last few weeks 
including a Multi sports festival, Athletics meet and Sports Crew Training.   

On the 8th November, 11 children were selected to take part in the Sports Crew training. 
Sports Crew Training is a great opportunity for the pupils to become Young PE Leaders, learn 
how to deliver competitions within school and be Sports ambassadors for the school and 
assist Miss Dogansoy in a variety of jobs to promote a more active and healthy lifestyle for 
the rest of the school. 

Throughout the 3 hour training, children were introduced to the STEP principle which teaches 
them how to adapt and change their activity for different abilities. They then got the 
opportunity to deliver an activity to a group of children and reflected on their performance 
after. 

All the children were impeccably behaved and I look forward to working with them this year 
to promote a more active and healthy lifestyle for St Joseph’s. 

 

Day Time Activity 

6th 9:30 14:00 EYFS Nativity 

9th 9:30 14:00 Year 1 Nativity 

10th 9:30 14:00 Year 2 Nativity 

11th  13:30 19:00 
KS2 Christmas Service  
St Joseph’s Church 

12th  All Day School Closed. Polling Day 

18th All Day 

Party Clothes 
Christmas Dinner 
EYFS, Y1, Y2 and Y3 Party am 
Year 4, Y5 and Y6 Party pm 

19th All Day 
Christmas Jumpers 
Luxury item donation 
Christmas Hamper Raffle 

20th 13:30 School breaks up  
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The Day war came by Nicole Davies – A Year 6 Review 

In Year 6 we had the picture book, ‘The day war came’ read to us by our class teachers. The book is 
based on real life events and the fate of some child refugees in 2016. As a Year Group initially we didn’t 
think a picture book should be read to us. However, after it had been read to us the story really made 
us think. We then debated about the fact it was a picture book and whether it should be read to the 
Reception class- that was very interesting! You could only speak when you had the book. Some people 
made such good arguments for and against that some of us changed our minds. 

Rory-6H “I felt a real connection to this book, it made me feel really lucky to be me”. Grace-6MC “I 
found the book very interesting and really enjoyed communicating as a class about our thoughts and 
feelings on it”. Laurie-6MC “It really made me think how lucky we are in England as we are not facing 
the conflicts the character had to face”. Erin-6H “I had a wonderful time reading the book and found 
it engaging”. 

Mrs McGrath tweeted the author to say what an inspiration the book had been to us and she tweeted 
back and so did the illustrator! Then Mrs McGrath met her at a conference and she sent us a note. 

 
 
 
 
Inspirational Outing Review 
 

 

TUTANKHAMUN: Treasures of the Golden Pharaoh 

Saatchi Gallery 2 November 2019 – 3 May 2020 

“It’s a really interesting thing to do plus some of the things had 

never left Egypt before.  

There were 35 miniature boats found in his tomb.”  

By Lara 4DA 

If your child has been inspired by a recent outing, why not send 

us a review for our next newsletter. 

 


