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Mrs Lawlor writes … 

 

I hope 2020 has started well for everyone and that the cold and flu bugs have stayed away. The spring 

term is well underway and we are delighted to be able to report on the wide and varied activities the 

children and school have been involved with. 

This academic year we have been able to purchase three new interactive screens for the Year 2 

classrooms and will be purchasing a further 3 for Year 4 classrooms, including the classroom located 

in the new build.  

We have received funding for an additional dining room table to support the growing number of 

children using the dinner hall.  

The St Joseph’s (Parent/Teacher) Association have been generous in their contribution towards the 

coaches for the Year 4 and Year 6 residential trips as well as the coach to take the Primary Leadership 

Team to the Houses of Parliament. We also forgot in the December newsletter to thank the SJA for 

their generosity in paying for the Pantomime – Jack and the Beanstalk – which was performed in 

school and thoroughly enjoyed by all the children. 

   

 

Year 6 had an exciting start to the term, 

they went to the Harry Potter studio tours. I 

had the privilege of attending the trip with 

the children and staff team, we all had a 

wonderful day. Our Year 6 children were 

excellent role models and have since 

produced some excellent descriptive writing 

using their experiences of the Forbidden 

Forest as their stimulus. 

On Monday 27th January the Primary Leadership Team 

were joined by Mr Hughes, Mrs Lawlor and Mrs McGrath 

on a trip to the Houses of Parliament. The children were 

given a tour of the houses and had an opportunity to 

watch discussions between members of parliament in 

both the House of Commons and the House of Lords. 

After this, the children took part in an engaging session 

which focused on laws and debating. The team 

represented the school in a great fashion and will 

continue their work back in school with Mr Hughes. 
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On the 10th January, Year 5 went back in time and became Egyptians for the day! They learnt about 

the mummification process, using a tomato for a mummy; some chose not to do this as they thought 

it was horrid! They learnt about the Book of the Dead, which contained a variety of spells that 

Pharaohs took with them into the afterlife; the children then made their own spells! 

Other activities included: making a coil pot, writing their name in hieroglyphics and making a death 

mask. In the afternoon, children learnt how to make Egyptian bread. The children enjoyed a fabulously 

immersive day. 

  

 

 The Annie production and rehearsals are beginning to take shape and we look forward to the 

performances on the evenings of the 10th, 11th and 12th February 2020. 

The school commissioned a Safeguarding Audit from Surrey County Council, the audit was carried out 

on the 15th January. It was a full day inspection and entailed a check of the school’s policies and 

procedures. The Audit team also spoke to staff and children to ensure there was a consistent 

approach, culture and understanding of safeguarding. The report findings have been shared with the 

Governors of the school. We were pleased with the finding and have already actioned some of the 

recommendations. 

The term has started with a lot of dangerous parking incidents outside the school gates and on the Zig 

Zag lines. We were delighted to see parking enforcement officers from the council come along to the 

school and challenge parents who had been inconsiderate. It is within all of our interests to ensure 

that we are parking safely and not dropping off on the Zig Zag lines. I do want to point out that a vast 

majority of our parents are extremely considerate and it is a shame that a known few continue to 
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cause this problem and upset other families at the school. Parents have been sending us photographs 

of cars that are parked in the coach bay or on the zig zags or in the gateway. We are in constant 

dialogue with Surrey Police about such incidents. They encourage parents to report these at 

my.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/service/parking___inconsiderate_parking. 

There have also been a few nasty encounters between parents, quite often in front of our children. 

This is wholly unacceptable and we ask again for all parents to be considerate to our entire school and 

local community. May I remind parents that as part of the admissions process, you sign an agreement 

to this effect and as such we ask that parents honour their agreement with the school. 

             

 

 

At the beginning of term we welcomed our new School Business Manager (SBM) Mrs Sujata Bakrania 

to the office team. We hope she will be very happy at St Joseph’s! We will be saying goodbye to Miss 

Rachel Lauff who will be leaving us on the 31st January 2020. Miss Lauff will be relocating to a different 

area. We will miss her greatly and wish her well with her future career. 

Safer Internet day is on the 11th February 2020 and the children will be taking part in online safety 

activities throughout the week beginning 10th February 2020. 

Please note, the school will be closed on Friday 14th February as it is an INSET day and the beginning 

of half term. School returns on Monday 24th February. 

School Development Fund  

You will have received a letter regarding the Governor’s School Development Fund. Being a voluntary 

aided school has particular financial implications. The funding for maintaining and improving the 

buildings and site comes from the government. As a voluntary aided school, 10% of all building 

expenditure plus any additional amounts that are not met by the core government funding have to be 

met by the governing body. 

We are asking for voluntary donations to the School Development Fund. Donations are completely 

voluntary and confidential. We are suggesting a contribution of £60 per year per family. However, we 

recognise that the financial climate is challenging for many families and any donation amount would 

be appreciated. Thank you to all our parents who have sent in their contributions already. 

Thank you to our local Rotary 

club who kindly donated 

dictionaries to all of our Year 6 

children. The dictionaries will 

hugely support their learning 

and will benefit every one of 

them.  

Thank you to everyone 

who bought a book 

from Scholastic. We 

raised a fantastic 

£1,151 to spend on 

books for the school. 

Costume Wardrobe 

Please don’t forget to 

donate any unwanted or 

outgrown costumes for us 

to add to our growing 

wardrobe. All costumes 

will be available to hire… 

Think…………….. Victorian, 

Ancient Egyptian, Viking, 

Roman, Greek, Fire of 

London, World Book Day. 
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LEXIA 

If your child attends LEXIA club, please note that LEXIA club is open Monday – Thursday from 8am. 

Parent Forum 

Mrs Lawlor will be hosting the next Parent Forum on Wednesday 5th February. This is a great 

opportunity to raise any concerns, issues or ideas you may have with our Headteacher.   

SJA  

Thank you for all the continued support with the St Joseph’s (Parent/Teacher) Association events. The 
funds raised are a great way to help support the school financially and the events provide the children 
with fun activities. We were delighted to support the school and children by funding a Father 
Christmas visit and parties for the children before Christmas. Monies raised also funded the 
maintenance of the forest school area. 
 
Feedback from the last meeting was that we should communicate more effectively, please watch this 
space for improvements in that area. 
Many thanks 
PTA St Joseph’s Association 
 

Forthcoming Dates 
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5
th

 14:30 Parent Forum 

7
th

 All Day Author Visit R. MacKenzie  

8
th

 All Day Year 5+6 Annie Rehearsal  

10
th

 19:00 Annie Performance 

11
th

 19:00 Annie Performance 

Australia is on Fire, Fundraiser 

On Thursday 30th January, 6 girls 

from 6H organised a cake sale. It 

was a huge success. The girls 

managed to raise £237.25. All the 

money that was raised is going to 

Friends of the Earth, Australia’s on 

Fire Appeal, which will go towards 

keeping the fires maintained. The 

girls would like to thank all of the 

people who donated or bought one 

of their items.  

Isla 6H 
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12
th

 09:00 KS1 Sporthall Competition 

12
th

 19:00 Annie Performance 

13
th

  15:05/15:15 Break-up for Half Term 

14
th

 All Day INSET DAY – School Closed 

24
th

 08:40 School Reopens 

25
th

  All Day Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Race 

26
th

 All Day Ash Wednesday 
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5
th

 All Day Book Day – Dress Up 

6
th

 19:30 PTA SJA Quiz 

10
th

 15:30 – 19:00 Parents Evening 

12
th

 15:30 – 19:00 Parents Evening 

18
th

 19:00 Year 4 Isle of Wight meeting 

19
th

 All Day St Joseph’s Day – Mufti Day 

25
th

 13:30 EYFS Mother’s day Assembly 

26
th

 14:30 Parent Forum 


