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Mrs Lawlor writes … 

I would like to apologise for the lack of communication in terms of a newsletter. We had issues 

with the school’s server which resulted in some files being lost. In recent days we have been 

busy responding to the unfolding and developing stages linked to the surge in cases of COVID 

-19 all of which has impacted on the normal running of the school. It certainly has been a 

challenging 2020 so far. Let’s hope the spring weather will enable some calmer times ahead. 

The Coronavirus virus has dominated our thoughts and I am aware that this every changing 

situation is weighing heavily on people’s minds. We are all worried but need to maintain a calm 

and sensible approach as well as ensuring the safety of all children, staff and parents.  

We will be considering the postponement of school events and meetings as well as stopping 

non-essential visitors to the school. We will be asking parents to stay outside the building or 

in the entrance lobby. Mrs Maciel will help children sign in if they are late and staff will ensure 

children get to their classrooms. Staff meeting and greeting children will need to wait outside 

at the gates as this will help minimise the number of adults in the building. Forest school 

sessions will be reviewed and we will aim to provide you with as much notice as possible if 

they are to be cancelled. Afterschool clubs will run as normal. 

Measures now in place in school 

 Extra cleaning by our cleaning company – focusing on surfaces, handles and toilets. 

 Tissues in classes. 

 Additional soap and paper towels in all classes and in the office lobby 

 Children have been taught how to wash their hands regularly and we will ensure this 

continues.  

 Additional checks on soap dispensers is taking place to ensure they are full. 

 Staff are responding when children express worries over the virus situation and need 

reassurance. Please do let us know if you feel your child needs additional support. 

There is clear guidance in place for people with symptoms, particularly with fever at 37.8 

degrees or above and the need to self-isolate. If you are in this position and need to self-

isolate please call the office so this can be registered as exceptional circumstances. Children 

or family members displaying symptoms will need to stay off school for 14 days. Advice has 

been Parentmailed out. 

If children and everyone in the family are well, children are currently expected in school as 

usual.  

Please be mindful of discussing children’s absences and illnesses on class WhatsApp groups. 

I have been told that some parent’s comments have caused great offence by making 

assumptions or accusations. All people are aware of the guidance and we will follow up 

concerns via the office if necessary.  
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It is inevitable that there will be staff absences, please be considerate towards staff and their 

own personal sets of circumstances. Every effort will be made to cover staff, we will look to 

support staff shortages in house rather than going out to agencies. 

If the situation changes again, we will inform you and ensure you are well supported and 

informed. We will send separate communications about any upcoming events. 

In other news..... 

Our School Production of Annie was incredible and was thoroughly enjoyed by the whole 

school community. The children’s acting and singing was truly wonderful, and we were 

immensely proud of all of them. The cast demonstrated great teamwork and camaraderie and 

I know by their smiling faces that they were thrilled with the whole experience. Thank you 

again to all the staff who supported them along the way and to all the volunteers and parents 

for their unfailing support of their children. I would like to say a special thank you to Mrs Jowett, 

Mrs Gordon and Mr Wood for going that extra mile and ensuring the whole production was to 

a professional standard. Congratulations to the entire cast and crew of Annie – brilliant job!  

              

    

 

 

 

The season of Lent is well underway. The children enjoyed taking part in the pancake race on 

Shrove Tuesday and all children took part in an Ash Wednesday service or attended Mass. I 

would like to thank Fr Tony for his support of the school in preparing for Lent. The children 

were a credit to us at Mass and we received a lovely email from a parishioner. Feedback of 

this kind is always welcomed and gratefully received. 

Volunteer Readers 

If you have underlying health conditions or are at all worried, please do not come in. Your 

health is important to us. 

World Book Day 

World book day and book week were a great success. The costumes were once again 

spectacular and the children thoroughly enjoyed the day. Mrs McGrath certainly caused a stir 

as the Queen of Hearts! The children read the book ‘Here we are’ by Oliver Jeffers. The book 

had a lot of references to our world and the legacy we leave behind. The illustrations were 

Thank you to everyone who 

helped, drank and ate at the 

Production bar. You helped raised 

£330. 
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lovely and the children did a lot of interesting work related to the book. Thank you for the 

overwhelming support of the school’s Book Fair. The books were practically sold out! The 

commission we gained in November and this book fair will certainly make a difference to book 

areas in classrooms and the library. 

 

     

 

Science Week 

Science week was another successful week of fun and activities. The children all took part in 

science investigations and experiments. Thank you to all the budding scientists who spent 

time at home creating an exhibit for the science fair. We had lots of interest and questions at 

the fair. Thank to Mrs Beale (secondary school science teacher) who came into school during 

science week to demonstrate equipment and experiments to the children. She was impressed 

by the children’s interest and knowledge and helped to award certificates to the exhibitors. 

           

Congratulations to our winners of the online safety competition. In KS1 we had two winners – 

Lucy (2P) and Honor (2P). Congratulations to Leo in 3K for winning the KS2 prize. 

 

Parental Questionnaires 

Parental questionnaires were carried out during the parents’ evenings in November and 

January (RI). I have attached to this newsletter some of the headline data, questions and 

suggestions that were made.  
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Sports Round Up 

Cross-Country 

On the 11th March, a selection of children were selected to represent St Josephs in the annual 
district Cross Country Race. The children all did exceptionally well and all finished the race, 
which is an incredible achievement considering the distance! A special well done to Roisin 
(Year 5) who came 5th and Fabian (Year 5) who came 6th. 

Wray Common Wipe Out 

On Friday the 13th of March, the netball team had a match against Wray Common. The A 
Team won 6-3 and showed some fantastic high quality netball; I was extremely proud of the 
budding netballers they have become. The B team also won their game 6 -1. They weren’t 
phased and showed confidence and great team work. Lots of positives ready to take in to the 
following season. Thank you again to our wonderful fan base who were cheering from the 
sideline! 

Dodgeball Slam  

 

 

SJA Update 
The St Joseph’s Association PTA are delighted to be funding new cameras for each class – 
thank you for all your help in raising funds to help the school with these. We are underway 
preparing for the summer fete on the 4th July. Further details will be sent out but please save 
the date and if you can help on the day this would be great, even 20-30 minutes of help would 
make a big difference. 
 
St Joseph’s Pre-School 

St Joseph’s Pre-School had its most recent Ofsted inspection just before half term. The report 
was published today and they have maintained their outstanding status, having gained an 
outstanding rating in all categories. As you can imagine, we are all delighted. The link to the 
report is here: https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50147806. Many congratulation to all the staff. 

On the 28th February, 11 children took part in a Dodge 
ball Tournament at RAA. They lost their first game and 
after nerves were out the way, they just flourished! 
They began to win game after game and were all 
starting to think tactically! After the first stage, they 
managed to get into Pool A (The top pool) and had a 
further 3 games. After dedication, hard work, 
enthusiasm and enjoyment, they won the dodge ball 
tournament; a fantastic achievement! 

They will now progress through to County finals in July. 
Well done to every single child involved; you all 
showed so much enthusiasm and were impeccably 
behaved! 

 

https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50147806

