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Mrs Lawlor Writes … 

Dear Parents 

A warm ‘hello’ to you all! 

I hope you and your families remain well and healthy. We are fast approaching the end of week 2 of lockdown and 

school closure. We have continued to receive communications from many of you for various different reasons. It 

is lovely to hear of children collaborating online and being so self-motivated with their learning. We are very 

proud of all the children for getting on with their work independently and learning new skills. Please do keep the 

emails coming in - we love to hear of you and what you are doing during these different times. I have been 

learning to do things differently as well as helping my son with his GCSE subjects (that has certainly been a 

challenge). We are all adapting and finding ways to keep in touch. 

Today marks the official end of the Spring Term and the beginning of Holy Week starts on Sunday 5th April. I 

hope that during Holy week families will reflect on the Easter story and will join your prayers with those of the 

Pope and Christians across the world, to pray for those who have died, for bereaved families and for the spread of 

the virus to stop.  

Government and the DFE continue to develop guidance and information for schools and parents. Please see at the 

end of this letter the latest information received on Wednesday 1st April 2020. 

Pictures of Hope from St Joseph’s School 

Our Critical Worker 

children attending 

school have been 

busy making pictures 

of hope for our local 

community and 

creating points of 

interest for children 

and people who pass 

our school on their 

daily exercise walk. 

We have received 

many lovely 

comments and emails 

of thanks from our 

neighbours and 

passers by, and we 

absolutely love how 

they look! 
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 School Opening for Vulnerable Children and Key Workers 

The Staff and I would like to thank the Parents accessing this support for their consideration. We are seeing about 

5 – 7 children a day in school. It is a difficult time for us all and everyone has been most thoughtful in keeping 

their children at home if possible. We are endeavouring to ensure the children have positive and fun experiences 

and if any of you have been past the school you will have seen some of the creative things the children have been 

doing. This week they have been doing some work on ‘I’m going on a Bear Hunt’. 

I would also like to thank all the staff: our site staff for their dedication in keeping the school environment clean 

and safe for all, and for our teaching, support and office staff for being on rotas to support the Government 

Initiative.  We have managed very well so far, but there is still some way to go, with the most critical times 

approaching in the next 2-3 weeks.  By being in school our staff too are taking risks with their health and that of 

their families. 

Please remember as we enter the most critical period - The updated Government advice is clear that even for 

Vulnerable Children and those children of Critical Workers – where there is someone at home, the children are 

safest looked after at home in order to reduce the spread of the disease. 

Easter Holidays: The Staff are obviously not contracted to work in their holidays and so have been asked to 

remain on a rota to cover over the Easter Holidays for Critical Worker’children. Everyone has been happy to do 

this and we intend to be open for the duration.  If you have not yet confirmed your requirements, please contact 

the office as soon as possible.   
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Foodbank and Crisis Support 

Do please contact me via the office email or head@stjosephs-redhill.surrey.sch.uk if you experience difficulties 

during the coming weeks. I have access to those that can support families via the local Foodbank, the Church 

SVP and Diocese Crisis Fund.  Do not hesitate to ask – we can help if any of our families are in need. You will 

have seen the Government scheme to support families who receive Free School Meals has been launched (this 

does not mean the universal free lunches for all Early Years and Key Stage 1 children). This is a voucher scheme 

and the school has been given access to the portal we will be issuing vouchers to our known families after the 

Easter break. 

Home Learning 

The Staff will not be setting any home learning for the Easter Holidays. I know that some teachers have sent out 

additional work, this is mainly in response to requests for additional activities.  There is no obligation to keep 

working over the two-week break but equally I know that some families are in a routine and wish to keep up the 

momentum.  Please do not worry if you cannot manage the home learning or activities.  Please do get in contact 

with us if you need things adapted or explained. We don’t want any family worrying over home learning.  A little 

bit at a time is all that is needed.  Just try and maintain reading, spelling and times tables practise.  I appreciate 

that there will be some desire for virtual teaching and learning platforms.  We are currently looking into setting 

up Google Classroom and will update you with this. 

Guidance for parents and carers: keeping children safe online (Wednesday 1st April 2020) 

The Government have updated their information for parents and carers to include a section on keeping children 

safe online. It provides links to online resources that will help support parents and carers in keeping their 

children safe online.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers 

We have managed to be in contact with some families on the phone and it has been lovely to talk to you! If you 

would like a phone call for whatever reason please do contact the office by email and the relevant member of 

staff will get back to you. 

We would like to extend our prayers and warm wishes to you and your loved ones this Easter season. We wish 

you a Happy Easter and will be in contact again when the summer term officially starts – Monday 20th April 

2020. 

The main thing is to keep well and look after one another. 

Warm wishes, Mrs T Lawlor and staff 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers

