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Mrs Lawlor writes … 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

After a long, difficult and unusual academic year we have arrived at the end. This academic year has 

been nothing like I have ever experienced before and hopefully never again! We end the year without 

any end of Key Stage assessment data or official attendance data. 

I would like to record my thanks to the staff, governors, parents and children for their amazing support 
and goodwill I have received as Head Teacher and to all of us collectively as a school.  
 
We went, as you know, into lockdown on Friday 20th March. It was a strange day as nobody quite knew 
what to think and how long we would be out of school. Since then it has been a series of daily 
Government updates and guidance documents to enable the school to remain open, initially for the 
children of Key Workers, children with EHCPs and those deemed vulnerable (children with an allocated 
social worker). I would like to thank Mrs De Sampayo and Mrs Tinker for the work they carried out 
during lockdown in terms of keeping in touch with families and continuing to meet statutory deadlines 
for children with SEND.  
 
During the period of lockdown from the 23rd March to 1st June we had relatively small numbers of Key 
Worker’s children attending, between 8 – 15 a day. The school remained open during the Easter 
holidays, the May half term and one of the May bank holidays. Staff were on a rota and divided into 5 
teams headed up by a member of the SLT team. Once we had the announcement about the further 
opening of schools from the 1st June, staff were back in school daily to head up either a Year Group pod 
or a Key Worker pod. We had a good uptake from Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children and we worked 
with staff to implement a Risk Assessment that enabled the school to be safe for children and staff alike. 
Numbers of children have steadily increased since then. From the 6th July we enabled more children to 
attend as we increased the Year 1 pods to 15. Children in Year 1, Reception and Year 6 finished for the 
summer on Friday 10th July, so that we had the space for Year 2 and Year 5 to come back for four days 
and for Year 3 and Year 4 to meet their new teachers during the last week of term. Staff have been 
really supportive of these initiatives and have welcomed the opportunity to see their classes and 
children back in school. I want to thank them all for their flexibility in accommodating the many changes 
they have faced over the last few months. 
 

The Class of 2020 
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I am sure you all have many experiences and memories of lockdown some positive and some negative. 
During the period of lockdown in school we did notice how independent the children became. The 
children had to manage things for themselves in school because of social distancing. The children 
returning in June had a lot of knowledge about keeping safe and we have been impressed by their ability 
to do so. Our reception children became so much more independent, walking into school themselves 
and managing their own equipment at their own table. Likewise, our Year 1 and Year 2 children have 
organised themselves very well. I believe this to be really positive and will hopefully support the children 
back to similar routines in September. 
 
Farewell Year 6 
We have bid our Year 6 children and their families a fond farewell on Friday 10th July. We had our 
traditional ‘forwards in faith’ assembly with the children and our staff leavers at 10am, and then at 2pm 
we invited the Year 6 parents in for a short service led by the Year 6 children.  Fr Tony attended as well 
to give the Year 6’s a blessing as they left St Joseph’s. The children have been an asset to our school 
and we are very proud of them all and their many achievements. We wish them success and more 
importantly happiness as they move on to their respective secondary schools: St Bede’s, The Warwick, 
Royal Albert and Alexandra, Reigate School and Reigate Grammar.   It has been an absolute pleasure 
knowing you, and we will miss you all – God bless you all.  
 

 
 
As the summer holiday approaches, I want to wish you all a peaceful break. I know for some of you this 
might be an impossibility but I sincerely hope that everyone gets a bit of time off and is able to get out 
and about a bit over August. If you are managing to get away I wish you a safe trip. Please be aware of 
any quarantine rules that may apply to any countries that you may be visiting.  
 
A Thank You 
I have received a lovely letter from a resident at Thomas Moore House in Reigate thanking our children 
for their beautiful, thoughtful drawings that were sent to them during Lockdown. They have proudly 
displayed them in their common room and, to quote; “they have really helped to cheer us all up”.  
 
Parish & Catholic Life 
It has been lovely to see Fr Tony back in school visiting the children and I am pleased to hear that Parish 
Masses have started up again and that the uptake is increasing weekly.  Please do support the Parish 
by attending mass when you can. Thank you for Fr Tony for his continued support of the school and the 
support he shows to the staff, it is much appreciated.  
 
You can find the Parish Mass times and information at the PNL website here. 
 
Please click here to view Bishop Richard's message to schools and students in the Diocese at the end 
of Term - July 2020 

 
 

https://pnl.parishportal.net/
https://www.abeducationservice.org.uk/News/View/274
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Real PE 
Free Summer resource for keeping active 
During the start of the lockdown, I sent out a letter detailing information about REAL PE at home; a 
fantastic resource to support the children in staying healthy and active. Thank you to those who 
engaged with this resource previously. We are very lucky that this resource has been extended until 
September 2020. 
 
It includes a programme specifically for children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 with 12 themes, 6 areas, 
over 250 activities and challenges and 1000s of hours of fun and activity. It is a fantastic resource that 
can be used to encourage family play. It also includes a programme for children in Key Stage 2, with 
daily and weekly guidance provided for both programmes in addition to an option to choose your own 
themes and activities. 
 
There are so many benefits to being active, not only to our physical wellbeing but also to our emotional 
and mental health, especially in these testing times for all of us. We hope that the ideas help support 
you and your family to stay fit and healthy during the summer; just login and enjoy.  
 
 
Here are the details to access Real PE at home:  
The website address is: home.jasmineactive.com  
Parent email: parent@stjosephsc-16.com 
Password: stjosephsc 
 
REAL PE will also be featuring in our PE lessons in September so it would be great for children to be 
familiar with the different activities and challenges. I would highly recommend logging on and trying it 
out! 
 
 
Transition and end of term for all children: 

• All children have received an end of year report  

• All children were asked to submit an ‘All about me’ passport for transition purposes. These have 
been used by teachers as part of the transition handover meetings. 

• All children will receive a transition leaflet containing photographs to help them prepare for 
September over the summer holiday.  

• Google Classroom will be updated until Friday 17th July. Teachers will provide some summer 
activities and work for those who would like it. 

 
Staffing: 

• At the end of term, we say goodbye and good luck to four staff leavers, I have already 
communicated this in a previous newsletter but wanted to bid them one final farewell - Mrs M 
Jowett will be leaving after 18 years of service to the school. She will be greatly missed and will 
be known for her wonderful school productions. Mrs N Carroll will also be leaving, after 9 years 
of service to the school. Mrs A Steadman will be leaving us after 8 years of service and will be 
taking up a position at Surrey CC as a learning mentor. Miss B Swales will also be leaving and 
will be relocating away from Surrey. I would like to wish them every happiness and thank them 
for the service and commitment they have provided the school.  

• Mrs Angie Allyson (School Chef), although technically not a member of staff, has left to take on 
a promoted post within the catering company. We would like to thank Angie for her wonderful 
support of the catering at St Joseph’s and wish her well in her new post. 

https://createdevelopment.cmail19.com/t/i-i-xtlkhll-l-j/
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• I would like to record my thanks to Mrs L Devlin who joined us for a short while as class teacher 
for 1DB. Mrs Devlin is a supply teacher and I hope we will see her in school from time to time. 
She formed a good bond with 1DB and she has enjoyed her time at St Joseph’s. 

• We have appointed our SCITT student Miss Annabelle Watson to a full-time teaching post, Miss 
Amelia O’Flaherty to a full-time teaching post and Mrs Cherie -Ann Brown to a full-time 
teaching post. We are very much looking forward to our new staff joining the team. 

• In addition to these appointments we appointed Mr Kevin Pullnar to the position of IT and 
Facilities Manager. This is a new appointment for St Joseph’s and we are really excited to have 
someone that will be able to help the school develop its IT strategy, and support us with remote 
learning should we have to go into any further lockdowns in the autumn term. 

• We will be welcoming a PGCE SCITT, South Farnham student from 1st September- Miss Eloyna 
Biney. Miss Biney will be working with 2R all year. 
 

Attendance and expectations  

I am pleased to report a full 90 reception intake for September 2020. Many thanks to the admissions 

committee and Mrs Sawyer for all their work on this. Mrs Sawyer in particular has kept abreast of it all 

even through these challenging times. This is fantastic for the school and testament to the strategic 

decision the Governing Body took when they agreed to expand the school. 

Full attendance will be mandatory from September. We will resume the expectation that parents will 
let the school know if a child is unable to attend and the reason. The school will contact the parent on 
the first day of absence if we haven’t received the reason for absence. Close of registration time, for 
September, will be communicated in more detail once we have confirmed the staggered start times for 
all year groups. 
 
The school will aim to work with families and support them if they are experiencing difficulties with 
attendance. It will be really important for all children to be back in September so that they can re-
engage with learning and the curriculum that has been missed.  
  
Isle of Wight trip and other visits. 

Unfortunately, our Year 4 children were not able to go to the Isle of Wight in April and our Year 6 

children were not able to go on their PGL residential in June. The Isle of Wight trip was postponed until 

September 2020 but has been moved again to 26th – 30th April 2021. It means then that the current 

Year 3 moving to Year 4 won’t be able to go on the Isle of Wight trip until they are in Year 5 – April 2022. 

There will be no planned visits or visitors for the first half term of the academic year. Information will 

be provided once we feel confident in being able to book school trips and visits again. 

School Dinners September 2020 

All children transitioning into Year 3 (KS2) will need to pay for school dinners, should they require one. 

SCOPAY letters for online payment will be sent out individually in September.  

Please can we ask that no SCOPAY payments are made now until 3rd September 2020. 

For children having school meals for the term the cost will be £2.40 per day per child.   

The cost for the first half term will be: 37 days x £2.40 = £88.80 

The cost for the second half term will be: 34 days x £2.40 =£81.60 

Total cost for the whole term will be £170.40
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SJA Lockdown Competition 

I had the privilege of judging the SJA Lockdown competition and was overwhelmed by the children’s 

response; their creativity knows no bounds. Thank you and congratulations to all those who entered. A 

special congratulations to Amolika (KS1 Winner) and George (KS2 Winner).   

 

Thank you, St Joseph’s Staff and governors 

It is hard to put into words the thanks I have for the staff and governors of St Joseph’s. Everyone has 

made such a fantastic contribution to keeping the school a productive and happy place to be over the 

last term and a half. I have had the unfailing support of staff and governors which has made my job a 

lot easier to manage, for that I am truly grateful. I wish each and every one a restful summer break and 

hope that they will take a well-earned break with their loved ones. 

At the end of term, we receive so many lovely emails, cards, good wishes and gifts. We would like to 

thank you all for your support and generosity, particularly this year as you have all had so many challenges 

to overcome. We are extremely grateful and humbled by your kindness. 

Maciej (Year 4) Phoebe (Year 5) 

Jake (Year R) 


