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Mrs Lawlor writes …      2nd October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and all your families are continuing to keep well. I thought I would write to you as we are 

naturally all a little concerned by the recent Government announcements and the likelihood of 

restrictions being in place for the next 6 months. 

We are almost a month into the new term and I want to reiterate my thanks to the whole school 

community for adhering to the measures set out in the risk assessment. There is still much to be done 

and a bit of a road ahead of us but I feel confident that we will be able to have a good academic year. 

The main aim is to keep schools open and not to interrupt the education of our children. We would 

respectfully ask that parents keep a social distance whilst on site and stay back from teachers and one 

another. We are always happy to call parents back and the office staff can take messages to teaching 

staff during the day. It is essential that we try and minimise any interruption to our children’s 

education by following government guidance and being mindful of teacher’s health. The wearing of 

face coverings on site is not compulsory although strongly advised, particularly as we are aware of the 

infection rate rising in the local area. 

Please can you ensure that you do not enter the school building unless you are going to the main 

office. If children forget items of clothing etc at the end of the day, please do send them back in to 

find things. It would be useful if you could minimise what you send into school as the handling of 

property is now quite a challenge. 

It has been good to see things returning to some normality, and I have been pleased to hear from Fr 

Tony that some of our Year 4 children are able to receive their First Holy Communion during Sunday 

masses. I would like to express my congratulations to those children. 

Parking is still an issue and the coach bay is being used for parking. Please would you refer to our 

school parking charter (attached) which was compiled as a school community to keep all our children 

safe and to show respect to our neighbours. Respect is one of our school values and the children are 

demonstrating this in many ways in school. Please be respectful of one another at the beginning and 

the end of the day. I believe last Friday was particularly bad with cars being parked on the pavement 

and adults becoming unpleasant when challenged. This is not the example we want for our children. 

Conversations with parents 
Our parents evening appointments are traditionally in November, however this year we feel that 
parents would prefer to have an earlier conversation given the challenges of the last academic year, 
coupled with the fact that parents don’t have as much contact with the school. We are planning 
telephone conversations during the weeks of the 12th and 19th October. Parents are now able to book 
a telephone meeting with their child’s class teacher on your ParentMail app. Telephone conversations 
will be 10 minutes in length and will focus on transition, assessing gaps in learning and what your child 
is like as a learner (behaviour for learning).  
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Curriculum Post COVID Lockdown 

Our approach at St Joseph’s is to ensure our teaching is inclusive and provides opportunities for review 
and revision. Assessments in various forms are being carried out to provide a better understanding of 
what provision is needed to enable children to be working at age related expectations. We want to 
focus on moving things forward and don’t want to dwell on ‘catch up’ too much as the majority of our 
children are needing to review prior learning and consolidate concepts.  
 
I was impressed by the quality of writing produced by Year 6 in their recent letters of application for 
the posts of Head Boy and Head Girl. The letters were coherent and demonstrated a good use of 
grammar, punctuation and a varied vocabulary. The standard was high for this point of the academic 
year. The children in all year groups have applied themselves very well and it is testimony to the 
support they must have all received at home during the lockdown period.  
 

Remote Learning Contingency Policy 
We have a policy in place which will enable us to provide remote learning should we go into a national 
or local lockdown. Our learning as a school from the previous lockdown was that we needed to provide 
accessible online learning that would allow children to access work and receive feedback from class 
teachers. Google Classroom delivers this and we have now developed a G–Suite at school so that we 
will be able to have a more consistent offer across the school. Children’s logins are currently being 
worked on and we are providing teachers with training and support to get the ‘virtual classrooms’ up 
and running. It is our intention to eventually be able to provide homework and revision tasks on the 
platform as well as provide activities for children if they find themselves having to self-isolate for a 
period of time. Please do look at the COVID-19 tab on our website which will provide information with 
regard to the school’s risk assessment and other related documentation. The Remote Learning 
Contingency Policy can be viewed there as well. We will be sending out a survey soon to try and assess 
our parent’s ability to technologically access remote learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
We have been pleased to invite our 
KS2 children back to the library over 
the last week and they have been 
delighted to find new books to read. 
These books have been provided by 
the sponsored read money which 
was collected just before lockdown. 
In addition to these books we have 
been able to purchase a class reader 
book for each year group. These 
books have been purchased from the 
commission we received for the two 
book fairs in November and March. 
Thank you for your generosity which 
has enabled us to develop our ‘Love 
of Reading’ strategy in school. 

 
We will be continuing with cold 
lunches until October half term. 
After half term we will be 
reintroducing school lunches in the 
dinner hall. However, because of 
timings and keeping Year groups 
separate this will be limited to twice 
a week. Therefore, the offer will be 
hot lunches twice a week and cold 
packed lunches three times a week. 
Each year group will have a 30-
minute sitting and packed lunches 
will be eaten in classrooms. A school 
meals timetable will be provided in 
due course.  
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Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) 
As you know there are changes to the statutory teaching of relationships and health education, these 

changes have to be implemented by the summer term 2021. RSE is the lifelong learning about physical, 

moral and emotional development. As a school we currently us the scheme of work ‘A Journey in Love’ 

which helps us teach our relationships and sex education. We don’t expect this to change, however, 

we have a responsibility to conduct a consultation with regard to the school’s policy and choice of 

scheme of work. The two Programmes that support the teaching & learning of RSHE in the Diocese of 

Arundel and Brighton are: ‘A Journey in Love’ and ‘Life to the Full’. We will be delivering a virtual 

meeting to lay out the information about these schemes, which will then be followed by a consultation 

period. 

Parent Forum 
It is our intention to start up Parent Forum meetings again. As they will be delivered remotely, I hope 
that more parents will find it easier to join. The meetings will be arranged for during the school day to 
negate school aged children attending the meeting or being in the background. I am also proposing 
that class representatives will attend the meetings to ensure that we have more represented views 
from across the school. Our first meeting will be after half term – Tuesday 3rd November at 2pm. It 
will provide an opportunity to review the school’s measures and risk assessment as well as discuss 
anti–bullying week and the revisions we are currently making to the anti-bullying policy. Information 
on how to join the meeting will be made available soon. 
 

Forest School  

Year 1 have loved their return to Forest School. We have been busy doing lots of activities including 
planting acorns, playing lots of games, using the mud kitchen, taking part in obstacle courses and 
more. These pictures are of the children identifying leaves, acorns, cupules etc from nature and 
using it to create their own self-portraits using the special salt free playdough. Don't we look lovely! 
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Christmas Cards Project  

 
Please don’t forget to bring in your Christmas card designs on Monday 5th October if you would like 
to take part in this year’s project. Designs must be on A4 paper or card with your child’s name and 
class clearly written, in pencil, on the back. Once completed please drop them in to the office or place 
in the marked box just outside the office.  

 

‘Where is that?’ Cycling competition 

Bike It Pat created a summer holiday competition designed to encourage families to get out on a 

local active travel adventure. The competition was for all school children across the Borough. We 

are delighted to announce that not only did our wonderful St Joseph children get involved but 3 

children also won! Shanna and Kendra shared first place and third place was awarded to Fabian.  

First place winners shared a £150 Halford voucher while third place won a wonderful bike kit and 

cycling goodies. Congratulation to all our children for taking part. 

      

 


