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Mrs Lawlor writes …        23rd October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing this in anticipation of getting to half term with no school or bubble closure. As I said in 

previous communications we would review the risk assessment at half term. As things stand and with 

the current rise of infection in this area and bordering areas we will be keeping the risk assessment 

largely the same. We will be maintaining regular cleaning of surfaces, regular hand washing, no visitors 

or parents to come into the school buildings and children and staff remaining in their year group 

bubbles for playtimes and lunchtimes. 

What will be different: 

• We will be offering each year group bubble two sittings in the dinner hall each week so that 

children can have some hot food during the week. Please see below timetable for lunchtime 

sittings. 

• We shall also be reintroducing singing; each year group bubble will have a singing session in 

the main hall. 

Everyone acknowledges that we are living in confusing and challenging times and I wish to thank you 

again for the support we have received. I know that some parents continued to be concerned about 

the wearing of face coverings at drop off and pick up times. The area is currently high risk and although 

I haven’t made the wearing of face coverings a mandatory requirement while on site, they are highly 

recommended. I would again strongly advise that social distance is maintained and that parents use 

the 20-minute window in the morning to maintain space while dropping off. Please do be mindful of 

one another at pick up times too as I have noticed people do seem to be getting closer to each other 

and are not observing social distancing recommendations.  

            

First Holy Communion 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to congratulate 

all of our St Joseph’s 

children who have and will 

be celebrating their First 

Holy Communion this term. 

May God bless you and we 

hope you all enjoy/ed your 

special day. 
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Black History Month  
October has started with work on Black History which has been celebrated throughout the month. 
Each year group have a significant person to study as well as looking at an aspect of modern history 
relating to the Windrush generation.  We are very lucky to have a relative linked to Year 6 who has 
been able to offer an eye witness account to her experiences of coming to Britain during this time, 
which has inspired the children’s learning and given it a true context.   
 
The children have explored the topic across the curriculum with links to Geography, English, History 
as well as producing some amazing art work. 

I would like to thank the children for their involvement and interest, we have seen some wonderful 
art work and displays around the school. I would also like to thank Miss Ali for her organisation and 
vision for the month and look forward to sharing some of the work after half term.   

 
      Wonderful artwork created by Year 6 
 
Parent Phone Calls 
I hope you have found the recent round of phone calls helpful and informative. Our aim is to ensure 
we are working in partnership with you as we navigate our way through these unusual times. I would 
like to thank you for your cooperation and understanding in conducting parents’ meetings in this way 
 

Harvest Festival 

Thank you for your generosity for 

our Harvest collection. The St 

Matthew’s Food Bank were hugely 

grateful for the amount of donation 

we were able to give. Thank you to 

Fr Tony for collecting and delivering 

the donations and coordinating 

with St Matthew’s. 

Reception – Mary Seacole   

Year 1 - Rosa Parks & Claudette Colvin – What jobs 
people came to do who came to Britain on The 
Windrush.   

Year 2 - Ruby Bridges - Windrush Art.   

Year 3 - Floella Benjamin - ‘Coming to England’ 
used in guided reading.  
  
Year 4 - Harriet Tubman - Windrush overview.   

Year 5 – Catherine Johnson - Understanding 
Windrush.   

Year 6 – Nelson Mandela - Understanding of the 
Windrush generation, African roots of Caribbean 
people, Racism/Slavery, NHS formation, empathy 
and British values and acceptance.   
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Staffing 
Thank you to all the staff at St Joseph’s for their resilience and perseverance during these difficult 
times. They have all worked incredibly hard and have found ways to adapt and continue their roles 
positively.  
 
I would also like to communicate the following updates and changes: 
 
Mrs Carol Scanlon. I am pleased and proud to be able to announce that Mrs Carol Scanlon has been 
appointed as Headteacher of a primary school in East Sussex. The school are delighted to have found 
their Headteacher and I know she will be an asset to their school community. I am sorry for us at St 
Joseph’s as we will be losing our Deputy Head, but it is a great achievement for us as a school to see 
leaders go on to other Catholic Schools within our Dioceses.    

Mrs Scanlon has been the Deputy Headteacher of St Joseph’s for the last seventeen years. Since her 
time at the school she has acted up as Headteacher on three separate occasions and I know that the 
staff and governors have been appreciative of her support and leadership. I wish to thank Mrs Scanlon 
for the friendship and loyalty she has shown me since January 2018 and I wish her all the very best 
with her first headship.  

Mrs Scanlon will be leaving at the end of this term and will take up her new post on the 1st January 
2021.  

Congratulations Mrs Scanlon – we will miss you!  
 
Mr Paul Hughes will be leaving us at the end of the autumn term. His last day in school will be Friday 
19th December 2020. Paul has been a teacher at St Joseph’s for the last 5 years and has mainly taught 
in Upper Key Stage 2. I would like to thank Mr Hughes for his hard work and commitment to the 
children of St Joseph’s. He will be a great loss to our staff and Year 6 team and I would like to wish him 
every success and happiness as he starts a new chapter and career. 
 
Mrs Helen Anderson has formally resigned her post as teaching assistant after 10 years of service to 
the school. I wish to thank her for her dedication to her job and the children she supported. She will 
miss the school and especially the children and wishes everyone well. I would like to give our thanks 
to her and wish her all the best for the future. 
 
Mrs Katy Lear will be going on maternity leave from the 2nd November 2020. Mrs Lear is expecting her 
second child in November. We will expect Mrs Lear back in July 2020 and we wish her and her family 
all the best. 
 
Mrs Laura Gilbert is expecting her third baby and will be going on maternity leave from the beginning 
of March 2021. 
 
Mrs Sarah Biard will be having a six-week period of absence from Monday 9th November 2020. We 
wish her well and look forward to welcoming her back in the spring term. 
 
Classes that will be directly impacted by these staffing changes will be written to and new 
arrangements will be communicated. 
 
Parent Forum 
We have been working on the following policies – Home School Communication Policy, Parental Code 
of Conduct (which includes not bringing dogs onto the school site) and the Anti Bullying policy which 
now details a flow chart of how incidents of bullying will be dealt with. I will be happy to answer 
questions with regard to these policies at the Parent Forum Zoom meeting on Tuesday 3rd November 
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2020. As always, I am happy to have questions emailed to me in advance of the meeting. This meeting 
is an open agenda for 30 minutes and I will be joined by Mrs Katherine Cook our Anti- Bullying lead. 
 
Topic: Tamsyn Lawlor's Zoom Meeting     Time: Tuesday 3rd November at 14:00 
Meeting ID: 918 497 3589     Passcode: SJ 
 
Lunchtime Rota 
As I have already mentioned, each year group bubble will have access to the main dining hall twice a 
week for a hot meal. Children who bring in a packed lunch from home will continue to eat their lunches 
in the classroom for the whole week. 
 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

11.30 – 12:00 Reception Reception Reception Reception Reception 

12:10 – 12:40 Year 1 Year 5 + Year 6 Year 2 Year 1 Year 5 + Year 6 

12:40 – 13:10 Year 3 Year 4 Year 3 Year 4 Year 2 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
 
 
We look forward to welcoming you back after half term on Monday 2nd November 2020 at 8:40am. 
 
 

Rotary Club 
We have again received a generous gift of dictionaries 
for our Year 6 children. This is an annual event and we 
are very grateful to the Rotary club for supporting local 
primary schools in this way: 

Rotarians believe that education in particular 
gives children of all ages more choices to become 

anything they aspire to be when they grow up. 
‘For this reason, we are delighted to give each and 

every one of you an illustrated dictionary 
which we know will improve your general knowledge 

We also hope that you will enjoy reading and learning 
from the dictionaries, during this difficult time.’ 

Peter Mason 
President Redhill Redstone Rotary Club 

 

Forest School 
 
EYFS have enthusiastically joined in with our 
weekly Forest School sessions. They have been 
fantastic at using the slack line and working on 
their balancing skills. This week they were 
keen to clamber through the obstacle course 
spider's webs and learn the skill of hammering. 
We look forward to more Forest School 
adventures after half term. 
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Year 6 officers and elections 
We are delighted to announce our new Year 6 officers for 2020- 2021. The children in Year 6 have 
worked hard to nominate themselves, present themselves and to vote for role models who they know 
will do a good job in representing the school. Congratulations to all our Year 6 officers. I hope they 
have a great year! 
 

 
 
Our House Captains for this academic year are: 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Yaa (6MC) 
and Mary (6H) on their 

appointment of Head Girl and 
Deputy Head Girl. 

 
Congratulations to our Head Boy 

Aiden (6MC) and William (6H), 
Deputy Head Boy. 

 

 

St Matthews 
House Captain- Jaden 

Deputy House Captain- Imogen 

 

St Marks 
House Captain- Roisin 

Deputy House Captain- Ruby 

 
 

St Lukes 
House Captain – Kayla 

Deputy House Captain- Lithar 

 

St Johns 
House Captain- Beatrix 

Deputy House Captain- Phoebe 
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Medication 
Can we please remind parents that only prescribed medication can be administered in school. If your 
child has been prescribed medication 4 times a day by the doctor, the medication can be given in 
school. Medication that has been prescribed to be taken 3 times a day needs to be administered 
before and after school. Please come to the office with the medication, where you will be asked to 
complete a parental agreement form. Medication must never be given to children to self-administer 
in any form including Calpol sachets or Calpol melts. 

T’was the week before half term and all through the land 
The teachers were tired of washing their hands 

Of cleaning the desks and the drawers and the pens 
Of reminding their class not to cuddle their friends 

Of hand gel and soap, of bleach and of wipes 
Of passwords and google and all things that swipe 

Of trying to stand at the length of a lion 
From friends whose shoulders they wanted to cry on 

 
T’was the week before half term and all through the land 

The parents were trying to make up great plans 
That don’t involve meeting, or greeting or places 

That in the strange times don’t resemble safe places 
They look to the teachers and all they have done 

To make school inviting, inspiring and fun 
To see past the problems, the issues and rules 
To bring back the joy and excitement of school 

 
Thank you for being the safe place, the learning 

For standing there strong with the children returning 
For finding solutions that don’t feel so strange 

With no funds or magicians to help you arrange 
For stories and spellings and phonics and play 

For taking the fear of this moment away 

 
Esther Nzenza October 2020 

 

Scholastic 

Thank you to everyone who bought a 

book from the bookfairs last year, the 

commission earned has certainly been 

put to good use! Year 1, Year 3 and 

Year 4 took delivery of their year 

group set of books this week. The 

children are looking forward to 

reading them in their guided reading 

sessions.  


