
 

Learning and laughing together in the light of God’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Lawlor writes … Dear Parents and Carers, 

This term has been like no other however, we have a lot to be thankful and happy for. I am 

sure you are all ready to retreat to your homes and families for the Christmas season. We 

sincerely wish you all good health this Christmas. 

The third week of Advent brings about excitement and joy as we prepare for the Christmas 

season. The children have been reflective and thoughtful during this season of Advent, 

reflecting on the true meaning of Christmas and the need for peace. As part of their 

preparations the children performed the ‘Mystic Nativity’ a combination of readings and 

songs. I hope you have had the opportunity to view the film and enjoyed the children’s singing 

and celebration of Advent. Thank you to Mrs Scanlon for her direction and to Mr Pullar for his 

patience and expertise with recording and editing. 

I would like to once again express my thanks and appreciation to the staff who have worked 

so hard in these challenging circumstances to support and nurture the children of St Joseph’s. 

The staff and governors at St Joseph’s are a wonderful team to work with and on behalf of 

the school community I would like to wish them all a happy, restful and peaceful Christmas.  

Travelling Crib 

 

As you all know, Christmas is a bit different this 
year and therefore our school's travelling cribs 
weren't able to go to the homes of everyone at 
St Joseph's. To make up for this in Year Six we 
have been following the nativity story 
throughout Advent and each day doing themed 
activities. We usually do this first thing in the 
morning as our minds are fresh and ready to 
listen and soak up the word of God. The daily 
disciples read out the text for the day, then there 
would be a suggestion for what we needed to do 
or think about that day. One day we all wrote 
prayers for anyone that was travelling, or that 
we tried to smile at people or say something 
kind. We really enjoyed doing these activities 
this year as it reminded us what Advent is really 
about- preparation for the coming of Jesus. 

Mary and William. Deputy Head Girl and Boy. 
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Victorian Day 

Year 6 enjoyed a wonderful Victorian Day this week. They dressed up and made Wassail 

punch, played Victorian Parlour games, made Christmas decorations and gave their speeches 

as Dr Thomas Barnardo or Lord Balfour. The children had lots of fun and were impeccably 

behaved. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Bank Collections 
 

Thank you for your overwhelming 

generosity towards the weekly 

food bank collections during 

Advent. We are amazed week on 

week by how the St Joseph 

community have come together 

to share the spirit of Christmas.  
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SJA Thank you 

  

                   

 
 

Mrs Scanlon- Deputy Headteacher  

As you know Mrs Scanlon will be leaving us after 17 years of loyal service to her role as Deputy 

Headteacher and to the St Joseph’s community. She will be missed by staff and children alike! 

I am sure St Mary’s are thrilled to have appointed their Headteacher and wish Mrs Scanlon 

every success!  

 

I would like to say a goodbye and thank you to Mr Paul Hughes. I would also like to record my 

thanks to Mrs Anwara Robinson (teaching assistant Y5) who will be leaving us to take on a 

promoted role within CAMHs. I wish her well in her new career. 

 

2021/2022 Admissions Reminder 

If you are applying for your child to attend St Joseph’s School in September 2021 please note 

the closing date for admissions is 15th January 2021. Please complete the online Surrey 

admissions form and also hand the completed SIF to the school office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 and our risk assessment. 

As you all aware we have a risk assessment in place to ensure that the school is meeting 

Government requirements in terms of managing the spread of infection and the risk to health. 

We anticipate that national restrictions will still be in place on our return in January 2021 and 

Thank you to the SJA for organising the 

Christmas gifts for our children and our beautiful 

Christmas trees. The SJA kindly donated the 

School Christmas tree too, which I am glad to tell 

you, Fr Tony will be taking on Friday to be 

enjoyed in the Parish. 

Congratulations to all the families who won an SJA 

Christmas Class prize draw gift; a tin of festive 

biscuits and £20 Sainsbury voucher.  

 

 

Second-hand Uniform 

If you have any second-hand 

reception uniform including socks 

and tights, please feel free to drop it 

off at the school office. 
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we aim to keep things exactly the way they are with a full review in February 2021. 

Information and guidance are changing on an almost daily basis so we will therefore need to 

update you again in January. The children will continue to work in year group bubbles. Year 5 

and 6 are one bubble (120 children in total). All other bubbles are 90 children. I am hopeful 

that we won’t have any positive cases of Coronavirus in the school but should there be, we 

are aiming to be able to identify close contacts and therefore prevent the need to have 

complete bubble closures. We will be doing the following: 

• Teachers and Teaching assistants will not work across bubbles but will in some 

instances continue to work across classes within their bubble.  

• Children will only mix with their bubble – outside. Indoor activities will be confined to 

separate classes. 

• We will continue to provide advice and liaise with parents and carers with regard to 

testing and isolation periods. It is likely that rapid testing will be rolled out to schools 

in the early part of the year. 

• Protective measures such as regular handwashing, ventilated rooms and the use of 

face coverings in communal areas or when social distancing is not possible will still 

apply. Parents will need to wear a face covering when on the school site. 

 

Track and Trace. 

In order to manage the spread of Coronavirus you will need to contact the school between 

the dates of Saturday 19th December to Thursday 24th December (6 days after we close) 

should your child test positive for COVID-19. Please contact the school using the 

head@stjosephs-redhill.surrey.sch.uk email address. This is necessary so that we can contact 

close contacts. Equally if a staff member should test positive in this time we will contact the 

children in their class/bubble. 

 

Christmas Mass Times at St Joseph’s Church PNL 

 

 
We would like to thank each and every one of you for your support of the school community 

during this momentous year of 2020.  We would like to extend warm and heart felt wishes to 

you and your families this Christmas. Merry Christmas to you all! We look forward to 

All are welcome to come to a Christmas 
Mass and we will relay the sound outside and 

bring communion so that, if we reach full 
capacity, anyone wishing to be outside can 

still participate (social distancing). 
 

We will also operate a booking system for 
those who are vulnerable. To book to attend 

a Christmas Mass please email the parish 
office with ‘Christmas place’ in the title. 

Thursday 24th Dec - 6.00pm  
 (Vigil Mass) 

Thursday 24th Dec - midnight  
 (Midnight Mass) 

Friday 25th Dec - 9.00am  
 (Dawn Mass) 

Friday 25th Dec - 11.00am  
 (Day Mass) 

mailto:head@stjosephs-redhill.surrey.sch.uk
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welcoming you back in the New Year and wish you all a happy, peaceful and prosperous New 

Year. 

 

On behalf of the staff I would like to thank you for your generosity and kindness. We have 

received many cards, good wishes and gifts. It is greatly appreciated. Thank you so very much. 

 

God our Emmanuel, at Christmas we celebrate and rejoice the birth of Christ and the gift of 

salvation he brings to each and every one of us. Guide us to show mercy, compassion, and 

kindness to all of our neighbours as we remember to follow the example of Jesus. Let us also 

not forget in this time of celebration that there are people less fortunate than ourselves. 

We keep them in our prayers and thoughts this Christmas. Help us, Lord, to support them in 

whatever way we can. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


