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Mrs Lawlor writes … 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

5th February 2021 

A heartfelt hello to you. I apologise if I have been a bit silent but I felt you all had enough to be getting 

on with. I am sure like me you are always interested in what the Prime Minster has to say with regard 

to the lockdown and the proposed road map. I think we will all need to wait to hear what is said on 

Monday 22nd February (after half term) to know whether the 8th March 2021 will be the date that 

children return to face to face teaching. It is a challenging time for our children at whatever stage of 

education they are at. You and your families are constantly in our thoughts and prayers and we must 

continue to dig deep and do what we can to support one another. 

We are approaching half term and, in some respects, it seems unbelievable that we would have 

completed 6 weeks of remote learning. Thank you for the many constructive comments we received 

regarding our school offer and provision. I can tell that parents are mindful of teacher’s time and 

efforts and it is appreciated. We understand that we are not pleasing everyone, however, I feel that 

we are getting into more of a routine and managing to support families at home and respond to 

individual needs and concerns as they arise.  

Please do look at our school website that now has a link to the IT services areas. This area will assist 

parents with technical questions and provides you with Mr. Pullar’s email address so that you can raise 

queries with him. He will get back to you during working hours and normally within 24 hours. 

We know that some parents are choosing not to upload work to their child’s Google Classroom. We 

totally appreciate that every family needs to work in a way that suits them. We would however very 

much like to see some of the work the children are completing so that teachers have a sense of where 

the children are at. We obviously will not be formally assessing the children until they return but we 

do have a responsibility to have an overview. Mr Pullar has sent out some ‘how to’ support for 

uploading work. He is also happy to support parents if they are having any difficulties. 

To echo the words of the prime minister you are all doing an amazing job managing online learning, 

home schooling and all the other things you need to do in a day. 

I would like to take this opportunity to record my sincere admiration and thanks to the entire staff of 

St Joseph’s who have continued to show amazing strength and dedication. Many of them have been 

learning new things on a daily basis and I am sure you all agree they need a relaxing break over half 

term! Thank you to the staff of St Joseph’s, you are wonderful. 

Deputy Headteacher position 
 
As you are all aware our Deputy Headteacher of 17 years has moved on to headship. That has 

obviously left a gap at St Joseph’s. We have reviewed the leadership team structure with governors 



 

Learning and laughing together in the light of God’s love. 

and feel that it would be prudent given the growing school, to split the role of Deputy Headteacher 

into two Deputy Headteacher posts. One post would carry the responsibility of Inclusion and 

Safeguarding and the other post will have the responsibility of Curriculum development and Religious 

Education which would also encompass the Catholic life of the school as well as RSE, prayer and 

worship. These posts will help to support the Headteacher and Governors in continuing to move the 

school forward. 

We will be advertising these posts internally and hope to recruit the positions from 1st April 2021. I 
will keep you updated. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

                                                                                
 

Lent- Walking for Water 
 

Mrs McGrath sent out some 

information with regard to this 

year’s lenten appeal in partnership 

with CAFOD. I think it is a lovely 

initiative and I hope you enjoy 

walking for water together as a 

family. The beginning of Lent is on 

Ash Wednesday which falls during 

half term on Wednesday 17th 

February 2021. 

 
Year 4 RE 

Last week for RE Year 4 were set a 

Flat Teacher Community 

Challenge. The children have 

really been engaged with this and 

have been doing so well to do 

something for their family, 

neighbours and their 

environment. It has been very 

touching. They have also written 

letters to thank Father Tony and 

other members of the community. 

INSET DAY FRIDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2021 – Please note that the 

school will be closed to all children including those of key 

workers. Google classrooms will also be closed too. 
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Virtual Cross Country 
 

Mr Kavanagh would like to thank everyone 
for their enthusiasm about this virtual event.  

He has had a great response and is receiving 
many logs back, documenting walks, jogs 

and runs.  

The event closes on Friday 5th February, and 
he wanted to give a big shout out to all who 

got involved – well done!  

Keep active everyone! 

It is so important that we remember to be kind to 

one another and remember that there are so 

many families struggling day to day. Please 

continue to keep in your prayers, members of our 

school community who are still fighting COVID and 

caring for sick and vulnerable family members. 

 


