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Mrs Lawlor writes …        31st March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The end of the spring term is here, it has been yet another strange time 

for everyone but we have at least had some normality in school for the 

past 4 weeks. We continue to be impressed by the children’s ability to 

adapt to the new normal routines in school and I am once again grateful 

that we have had no COVID cases in school and that the time has been 

uninterrupted. 

I am sure we will all be grateful of a bit of down time over the Easter 

weekend. I wish you and your families a happy, holy and restful Easter, 

rejoicing in the joy of the risen Lord. I feel we are blessed to be in our 

community of St Joseph’s and call to action the Pope’s desire for us to be 

like St Joseph in all we do. The pandemic continues to test us and we call 

upon our patron saint, St Joseph’s to guide us. 

We had a wonderful celebration on St Joseph’s day and the children and 

adults enjoyed eating ice lollies in the sunshine kindly donated by the St 

Joseph’s parent Association (SJA). This year, not only did the SJA donate 

the lollies, they have also generously paid for each classroom to have an 

iPad to be used for various things; primarily for taking pictures and 

recording clips. The SJA have also provided the funds to pay for the 

Chrome Book trolleys, this will enable more devices to be used across the 

school in different year groups. 

   

   

 

Prayer for the Year of St 

Joseph 

Hail, Guardian 

Of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted 

His only Son; 

In you 

Mary placed her trust; 

With you 

Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, 

To us too, 

Show yourself a father 

And guide us 

on the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, 

Mercy and courage, 

And defend us 

From every evil. 

Amen 
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It was lovely to be in school for Holy Week this year and I would like to record my thanks to the Year 

4 children, Mrs. Tackie and the Year 4 team for their presentation of the Stations of the Cross. This 

year all the children have been able to visit the stations that have been placed around the school. The 

children have enjoyed some prayerful time outside and have engaged with the Easter story and the 

solemnity. As you know Mrs. McGrath is leading on all aspects of religious education at the school and 

would like to thank her for her leadership of Lent at the school this year. 

       

Deputy Headteacher positions 
I am pleased to confirm that we have appointed our Deputy Headteachers. The posts will take effect 
as of 1st April 2021. Mrs. A De Sampayo will be Deputy Headteacher with responsibility for Inclusion 
and Safeguarding.  Mrs. F McGrath will be Deputy Headteacher with responsibility for Curriculum and 
RE.  
 
The Governing body and the Diocese were involved with the application and interview process and 
we are delighted that we have been able to recruit within our existing staff team. They are both very 
much looking forward to their new roles and we have every confidence in their ability as leaders at St 
Joseph’s. 
 
Our Senior Leadership Team is also made up of Mrs. E Millican – Assistant Headteacher for 
Assessment, EYFS and KS1 lead and Mrs. S Bakrania the School Business Manager. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the leadership team of St Joseph’s for their dedication 
and support in all aspects of school life. 

 
RSE consultation period 
This will officially end on Tuesday 6th April 2021. After the Easter break I will provide a report which 
will include questions and answers that have been provided through the process. Our staff will be 
looking again at the teaching materials in May 2021 with a view to children being taught the RSE 
programme after the May half term break. 
 
 
Staffing 
I am delighted to announce the birth of Mrs. Gilbert’s baby boy. The family are doing well and enjoying 
their new addition. Congratulations to them all. 
 
Thank you again to Mrs. Walles and Mrs. Devlin for their contributions to 4B and 2P. They have been 
a great asset to the team and I know the children have been happy and settled with them. 
Undoubtedly the children will be looking forward to seeing their teachers again after the Easter break. 
Thank you to everyone for their understanding and support. 
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As I have previously mentioned we will be saying goodbye to Mrs. Christine Maskell and Mrs. Anna 
Allen at the end of the term. Once again, I would like to thank them for the dedicated ministry to the 
life of St Joseph’s. I wish them health and happiness in their new ventures. 
 
Parents evening – Virtual meetings  
We do recognise that Parents need some interaction and feedback from the class teachers with regard 
to their children’s progress. As the term has been shortened and we have all been concentrating on 
getting back to routines we will be delaying the meetings until May. This will enable us to do an 
assessment week and be able to have a better handle on the children’s development. 
 
Parents evenings will be virtual face to face and will be during the week beginning the 17th May 2021. 
We will advise you after the Easter break as to how you can book an appointment. 
 

Masked Singer 
I do apologies for the late reveal. Please see who each of the singers were. We have 2 winners: Mrs. F 
McGrath and Jake in 1MF! Congratulations to them both! The best singer voted by you was– Sausage 
– Well done and congratulations to Mrs. H Tackie! 

    
   Grandfather Clock was Mrs. H Keohane                   Alien was Miss. A Roy   Harlequin was Mrs. C Maskell 

      

      Blob was Mrs. V Evangelidou               Sausage was Mrs. H Tackie  Swan was Mrs. T Lawlor 

      

                Robin was Mrs. S Biard           Badger was Mrs. H Fairbanks            Seahorse was Mrs. T Osman 

     

            Viking was Mrs. S Stockwell          Dragon was Mrs. S Demetriou                         Bush baby was Mrs. De Sampayo 
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Bonus Singer was Mrs. E Milican 

World Book Day 
We had a wonderful welcome back for all the children; celebrating World Book Day. It was great fun 
seeing the children going to so much effort, really enjoying themselves and showing their love for 
reading.  
 

Year 6 were fortunate enough to have 3 virtual visits too. The first was from author, Val Tyler. She 
helped them improve their writing skills, with lots of tips and advice for writing exciting fiction. She 
has written several children's books, of which several copies are in our library. Meeting her has 
inspired many of Year 6 to read them! 
 

The second was Pete Brown, also an author of non-fiction. The children were able to ask him about 
his new children's book that he is writing about Dorking, about his experiences going to NASA and 
meeting Buzz Aldrin, his life working on Blue Peter behind the scenes, and also his vast knowledge of 
fossils, and history. He showed us a copy of his book 'Blue Peter Goes Green'.  
 

The third visitor was Tina Campney from Redhill Library, they had great fun with her, sharing their love 
of Roald Dahl.  
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Dinner Monies for the Summer Term 

29 x £2.40 1st Half Term = £69.60 

32 x £2.40 2nd Half Term = £76.80 

Total for the Whole Term = £146.40 

If your child is in Year 6, please only put 

onto SCOPay the money for your child’s 

dinner so that we do not accrue any 

overpayments leading to a refund at the 

end of the term. 

Thank you 

Mrs Cosens 

I would like to 

remind all parents 

that we have a  

No Dog Policy.  

Please do not bring 

your dog onto the 

school site. 

 

Please note, 

summer uniform 

is to be worn 

when we return 

after Easter. 

Please refer to 

the website for 

full details. 

 

Please note the school will be closed on Monday 3rd May 2021 for 

the May Bank Holiday. The school is no longer a polling station so 

will be open on Thursday 6th May 2021. 
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Science Week 
St Joseph’s enjoyed a week of learning about MOTION in their year group bubbles. From rockets, 
making waves and straw planes in Year 1 to balloon powered buggies in Year 5 and land yachts in Year 
6, the children have had tremendous fun coupled with learning opportunities that have been hands-
on experiences.  
 
When asked how the shape of aeroplanes help them to fly Henry in 1B said, ’The front of an aeroplane 
is like a racing car, it is pointed so that air flies above and below it, it is aerodynamic.’   
 
Science week gives all children the opportunity to show you what they know which can often be really 
impressive. The look of awe on the children’s faces, when they have seen or discovered something 
new has been wonderful too.  Mrs. Biard will be putting together a slide show of the children’s learning 
at home and in school for us to marvel at. You will have access to this after the Easter break via your 
child’s Google Classroom.  
 
Thank you to all the staff who have shown enthusiasm and provided fun activities for our children and 
to the parents for supporting learning at home.  Mrs. Fairbanks, Mrs. Biard and Mrs. Kirwan. 
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Decorate an Easter Egg Cup Competition 
 
Congratulations to all the class winners for decorating such amazing wooded egg cups, they’re 
wonderful. Thank you to the SJA for providing every child with an egg cup and chocolate eggs for the 
winners! 
 

 
 
St Matthew’s Foodbank 

 

   

 
Finally, I sincerely hope the sun continues to shine and that you will all be able to enjoy the Easter 
holiday. The slight easing of restrictions will be welcomed by us all. Please continue to stay safe and 
well. We will be checking emails over the Easter period so please do contact us should you need to.  
 
Please note the Easter Service times in the Parish of the Nativity of the Lord on the next page. 
 
A very Happy Easter to you all. 
 
Mrs T Lawlor and Staff 
 

          

Thank you once again to the St Joseph’s School 

community for showing your overwhelming kindness 

and generosity to those in need during this Lenten 

period. 

St Matthew’s Food bank were, as always, utterly 

delighted and grateful for all of our donation.  

Thank you.  
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