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Mrs Lawlor writes … 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I trust that you and your families are well and that you feel more established in ‘back to school’ 

routines.  School life is still not quite normal but I feel we are getting there and hopefully in the coming 

weeks we will be able to have a school sports day (25th June 2021) and an open evening (7th July 2021). 

This will be a good way to round off this academic year. We will naturally confirm these dates with 

you once we have had the go ahead from the DFE and Surrey. 

We are very much looking forward to catching up with you all at the virtual parent’s evenings. I will be 

interested to receive your views on the experience after the event to see if this is something we retain 

for the autumn term meetings.  We will also be sending out a parental questionnaire to be completed 

over the next few weeks which will be useful for us as we start planning for the new academic year. 

Although we haven’t had a whole school celebration of our 60th anniversary we have continued to 

acknowledge the importance of this year with a whole school photograph. It has been compiled 

digitally and it does look really good. I know people have been coming to view the proof which is 

currently in the main school office. The photograph will be framed and join the other school 

photographs, displayed outside my office, which date back to 1993. I know that past pupils love to 

spot themselves in the photographs.  We are very much looking forward to welcoming parents back 

in to the building and seeing the improvements that we have made. 

May the month for Mary  

Our Head Boy, Head Girl, Deputies and House Captains held a  

'May Crowning' at our statue of Mary when we returned to school on 

Tuesday 4th May.  "May is an occasion for a moving tribute of faith and 

love which Catholics in every part of the world pay to the Queen of 

Heaven" - Pope Paul VI.   

During the month of May we remind ourselves of Mary's importance in the 

life of the Church and in our own lives as well. The crown symbol is 

attributed to Mary because she is the Mother of the Son of God, who is 

our Heavenly King. 
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Staffing changes 

In preparation for the new academic year I have some staffing updates for you:  

Mrs. Partington will be leaving St Joseph’s on the 28th May 2021 as she is relocating to Bath. We are 

delighted for her and wish her every happiness and success. Mrs. Devlin will be teaching 2P until the 

end of the academic year.  

Mrs. Stella Asiimwe will be taking up a secondment for 12 months with the GMB union and will begin 

her new role after half term. This is a great opportunity for Mrs. Asiimwe and I wish her all the very 

best.   

Mr. Dennis Simpson has been our interim caretaker for the past 18 months and will be returning to 

his normal role leaving us on the 28th May 2021.  I would like to record my thanks to Dennis for all the 

work he has done in keeping the school clean and functional through the depths of the pandemic.  We 

will be welcoming Mr. Paul Wright to the school as the substantive caretaker.  Mr. Wright will be 

starting on 1st June 2021. 

At the end of the academic year in July we will be saying goodbye to:  

Miss. Rebekkah Howlett. Miss Howlett will be moving to a teaching post in a Croydon school. I would 

like to record my thanks to Miss Howlett for her services to St Joseph’s. 

Mr. Barry Phillips. Mr Phillips has been an enthusiastic member of the year 2/3 team for 3 years. We 

wish him well on his move to a special school in London.  His energy will be missed by both children 

and staff alike.  

Mrs. Margaret Wasson; the most glamourous midday supervisor in Surrey – will be retiring at the end 

of the term.  Margaret has provided over 30 years of service to the school and she will be missed by 

all the staff and children.  She is a constant presence in the dining hall and aims to make the dining 

experience for children happy and calm.  I wish Margaret joy and happiness in her well-deserved 

retirement.  

Mrs. Helen Fairbanks after 27 years of service to St Joseph’s will be leaving in July. Mrs. Fairbanks 

currently works 3 days a week in Year 1 and is leaving us to pursue a career teaching one-to-one and 

supporting children with specific needs.  Mrs. Fairbanks will be a great loss to our teaching team.  She 

has a great amount of experience and is a dedicated teacher, always striving for the best outcome for 

the children she teaches.  Mrs. Fairbanks has led science at St Joseph’s with great passion, enthusiasm 

and success.  The children and teachers have been inspired and motivated by her leadership of the 

subject.  I am truly grateful to Mrs. Fairbanks for the significant contributions she has made to St 

Joseph’s over the years and I wish her every success as she begins a new career within teaching. 

We are delighted to have appointed 5 new class teachers to join the growing team at St Joseph’s.  We 

aim to be able to communicate class allocations and arrangements to you all after the half term break.  

Our newly appointed teachers are:  Miss Ellie Myers, Mrs. Natasha Wigley, Mr. Benjamin Aldridge, Mr. 

Joshua Edwards, Miss Hayley Allen. 

We very much look forward to welcoming our new teachers to the school and will let you know soon 
which year groups they will be in.  
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There has been lots happening in Year 6 recently…. 
 
All of our Year 6 children received their greatly anticipated hoodies last week. Don’t they look great?! 

    
 
Year 6 UK Parliament On-Line Workshop 

         
Mary – “In the workshop we discussed the Houses of Parliament, we learnt about how people become 
MP’s, how many constituencies there are - and were even asked about who we thought should be in 
the House of Lords – our suggestions were Tim Peake, David Attenborough and Sarah Gilbert!” 
 
Amina – “It was educational and fun – it allowed us to learn about Parliament and what happens there. 
We learnt interesting facts about the people and MP’s that work there and they were very surprised 
at our knowledge!” 
 
Their second workshop was on Making Laws. They learnt many new facts about Parliament and how 
they make and pass laws, including: Did you know if you catch a Sturgeon fish you have to offer it to 
the reigning Monarch?  Scrolls of our laws are held in archives in the Victorian Tower - going back to 
Henry VIII.  Parliamentary 'ping-pong' is when a Bill moves between the House of Commons and the 
House of Lords.  The Queen signs off all the Bills (new law). 
 
Year 6 also held a debate on 'building homes for the homeless' which was great fun. 
 
Build Your Own Legend 
Year 6 were gifted their own Build Your Own Legend puzzle from Google.  
Amina – “On their Google site we were asked on-line safety questions - on answering correctly you 
get instructions to build a trophy – an Interland character!” 
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Author Virtual Visit 
The children's author, Kirsty Applebaum, kindly spoke to our Year 6 classes on Friday 30th April, giving 
an insight into her creative writing process.  She spoke about her new book 'The Life and Times of 
Lonny Quicke', how she researches and writes her books - and how she is inspired by other authors.  
Her final piece of advice to our children was to 'keep writing, keep reading and keep doing lots of 
things - to add to your memory bank!'.        

             
 

Forest School Fun 
With the Year 2 keyworkers after Christmas we had a real mixture of weather. A lot of freezing 
conditions and then ending with a final BBQ celebration in the snow, which was a first for Forest 
School!  Baked apples went down very well and even better once they'd taken time to carefully 
prepare them.  The children were great throughout each of their sessions and learnt a lot of things, 
particularly about working together on a range of activities. 

 
With the Year 4's, the theme was Native America.  The children learnt how to make stable tepee 
structures.  We created some fun Native American models.  The children were very keen to learn the 
technique of whittling.  Nordic braiding got the children in knots and created a lot of laughter, but 
they learned how to plait wool and worked on their hand-eye coordination.  The children were very 
keen to hear that the Americans used a lot of sweetcorn and were very happy when Mrs Stockwell 
revealed to the children a project she had made for them - a Forest School popcorn maker! The 
children were engaged and enthusiastic throughout each of our Forest School sessions and a great 
time was had by all. 

 



Learning and laughing together in the light of God’s love. 

India Covid-19 Appeal 
A huge thank you to all of our parents who donated to the India Covid-19 

Appeal.  As a school community we have raised over £1,000 – thank you so 
much for your generosity.  Thank you too, to the kitchen staff who made 
delicious ‘Indian inspired’ hot and cold meals for the children and staff.  

The appeal will remain open for another week should you still wish to donate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Prayer for Pentecost 
 

O God, Trinity of love, 
from the profound communion of your divine life, 

pour out upon us a torrent of fraternal love. 
Grant us the love reflected in the actions of Jesus, 

in his family of Nazareth, and in the early Christian community. 
 

Grant that we Christians may live the Gospel, 
discovering Christ in each human being, recognizing him crucified 

in the sufferings of the abandoned and forgotten of our world, 
and risen in each brother or sister who makes a new start. 

 
Come, Holy Spirit, show us your beauty, reflected in all the peoples of the earth, 

so that we may discover anew that all are important and all are necessary, 
different faces of the one humanity that God so loves. 

 
Amen 

 


