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Mrs Lawlor writes …        30th June 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I can hardly believe we are reaching the end of the summer term, 3 full weeks to go! I had obviously 

hoped that we would be able to get together for the school Games Day and Parent’s Open Evening 

but unfortunately with the way things are locally, that isn’t going to be possible.  As you will be aware, 

we have had to close the Reception Year bubble, due to a positive Covid-19 test. I would ask that you 

keep the child and family in your prayers to help with a speedy recovery. This is evidence that things 

are far from back to normal, and we must continue to adhere to protocols in order for us all to keep 

safe and have some sort of summer holiday/ break.  I will keep you updated with how things will be 

managed in the autumn term.  

We continue to be immensely proud of the children of St Joseph’s. They have continued to work hard 

and be adaptable in these challenging times. Our children have missed out on a lot of end of term and 

end of primary school events. They have coped with disappointment extremely well and we hope to 

be able to find ways in which to make it up to them in the final few weeks of the term.  

 

Sharing Gospel Values 

We are once again reminded of how quickly our life paths can alter with the changes in our own health 

and wellbeing, and that of those we love and care for.  We saw this month how caring for the sick is 

an important way that Christians follow Jesus’ example. Just as Jairus turned to Jesus to heal his 

daughter, we pray for those who are sick, asking that Jesus comfort them, heal them, and give them 

strength.  Like Jairus, we have faith in Jesus’ power to heal. We also pray for all those who care for 

those who are sick, including those who work in the medical professions. 

‘We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may be moved to care for those who are unwell 

and support those who are caring for loved ones.  Christ Jesus, you healed those who asked for your 

help. May we also be willing to reach out our hands to others in need. Amen.’ 

 

We continue to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of St Joseph’s School. While 

unfortunately we have been unable to have a big community celebration we 

have managed to mark the occasion throughout the year including being gifted 

this beautiful marble statue of St Joseph from the SJA which will take pride of 

place in our front reception when it arrives. Thank you all very much. 

We very much hope that we will be able to celebrate and commemorate this 

momentous occasion with you in the next academic year. 
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“Bright Lights, Big City” 

Take a look at these wonderful ‘pop art’ pictures created by 1MF, their focus has been on London 

landmarks, aren’t they wonderful? 
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Year 6 High Ashurst 

On Friday 18th June Year 6 took on the outdoor challenges at High Ashurst.  They pushed themselves 

out of their comfort zones and demonstrated the ability to work as a team when taking on the trapeze, 

crate building and code-breaking tasks.  Despite the downpours, they were a credit to St Joseph's and 

we were very proud of them. 

     

    

 

School Games Day 
 
As you will be aware from previous 
communications, we will not be able to do a 
school sports games day with all the children 
together and with spectators.  

We will be running a sports week with each 
individual bubble instead; the children will 
still be involved with a range of activities. Our 
aim is to be able to share this with you in 
some format which will be communicated to 
you in the coming days.  

The children have all been practicing a dance 
as well which again will be recorded and sent 
out via a YouTube link and will be also be 
available on our website.  

Please could I ask that you ensure we have 
UpToDate information with regard to digital 
imagery permission so that we are able to 
share things with the school community. 

Reports and Transition 
 
We are currently preparing the end of year reports 
which will be sent out with the children on Tuesday 
13th July. The children’s books will then follow on 
Thursday 15th July. As we are not able to have a 
parent’s open evening we will be asking parents to 
contact their class teachers to arrange a phone call 
if they would like to discuss anything following on 
from the report.  

I hope you had a chance to read the letter about 
transition and class allocations for September 
2021. We look forward to welcoming new staff to 
the school on Wednesday 7th July and I know they 
are looking forward to meeting their new classes 
and getting to know the children. A full staff list will 
be issued before the end of term.  

We have welcomed our new Reception Parents this 
week via a virtual meeting and again we are looking 
forward to our new families joining the school next 
term. 
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Science Award 
 
Enormous Congratulations to Mrs. Fairbanks, Mrs. Biard and Mrs. Kirwan for their hard work which 
has resulted in St Joseph’s being awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark.  

 

“This has been an incredibly challenging year and all the reviewers have been very impressed by the 
high quality of the submissions we have received. The commitment to leading science in St Joseph’s 
primary school over the last demanding 18 months has been outstanding and the positive impact 
evident in the reflective statements and supporting documents - Congratulations”.  

 

 
SJA - St Joseph’s Association 
 
We have been able to have 2 meetings this term and it is great to see new faces joining and for the 
enthusiasm that is being generated. Our aim is to be able to get some fund-raising events off the 
ground next term and to welcome new parents to the school.  
 
I would like to record my thanks to Dan Taylor who has been the Chair of the SJA for the last 3 years. 
Dan has made a significant contribution to the role and although he is standing down he is happy to 
continue to be involved. We are hoping to elect a new chair at the September meeting. I would also 
like to thank members and trustees of children in Year 6 as some of them will be leaving with their 
children.  
 
Thank you too for the delicious ‘cake bombs’ that were provided for all staff members at the INSET on 
the 21st June. It was greatly appreciated by us all.  
 

  
 

Parish Mini Bus  

Mrs. Catherine Stearn has done an amazing job of driving the Parish mini bus for a number of years 

now. She provides a service for local children so that they can attend St Joseph’s and helps families 

with transportation. She is happy to continue but would very much like to have deputy with a view to 

being able to hand it over at some point. If you would be interested in driving the mini bus please 

could you leave your name at the main office and we will ask Mrs. Stearn to follow it up. 

I would personally like to thank all 

the staff, children and parents who 

made a fuss of on me on my 

birthday; all of your gifts and well 

wishes were gratefully received. 
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Music Lessons at St Joseph’s 

We are very lucky at St Joseph’s to be able to offer a variety of musical instrument lessons during the 

school day.  With Year 6 children moving on, spaces will become available with all our teachers.  

Please have a look below, and get in touch with the individual teacher if you are interested in your 

child learning an instrument during the school day. 

Strings: 

Miss Karen Hoy teaches Violin and Viola through the Surrey Arts Music Lessons Scheme on Tuesday 

& Wednesday mornings.  If you would like to find out more and book lessons for your child, please 

contact Surrey Arts at 01483 519303, or email surreyartsmusic@surreycc.gov.uk or to apply online 

go to www.surreycc.gov.uk  

Mrs Yvette Maddon teaches Cello through the Surrey Arts Music Lessons Scheme on Mondays at St 

Joseph’s.  Mrs Maddon also heads the Reigate Strings Orchestra which rehearses on Thursdays after 

school, and is a fantastic opportunity to join an orchestra.  Children are encouraged to join soon 

after starting to learn their instrument, and it is a fantastically fun way to help develop their musical 

skills.  All string players are welcome. If you would like to find out more and book lessons for your 

child or enquire about RSO ensembles, please contact Surrey Arts at 01483 519303, or email 

surreyartsmusic@surreycc.gov.uk  or to apply online go to www.surreycc.gov.uk  

Mr Mann has taught Guitar at St Joseph’s for many years.  He teaches guitar lessons on Tuesday 

afternoons.  If you would like to find out more and book lessons for your child please contact him at 

07810 277149 or email him at jmann237@btinternet.com  

Woodwind: 

Mrs Jane Patrick offers individual lessons on the Clarinet, Saxophone, Flute and Recorder during 

the afternoon on Wednesdays.  Jane is a very experienced teacher and has been teaching in several 

other schools in the Reigate and Redhill area for a number of years.  Jane has made a short video to 

watch and learn about these instruments.  https://youtu.be/y59X0C2dCC8.  If you would like to find 

out more and / or book some lessons for your child, please get in touch with Jane by email: 

jane@patrickk.force9.net.  Jane has some instruments available for rental and can offer a free trial. 

Piano: 

Mrs Sonia Dembinska teaches Piano at St Joseph’s on Fridays.  She is a very accomplished pianist, 

and also runs the Reigate Grammar School Saturday Music College, which is open to all enthusiastic 

musicians aged 7-18.  This is a wonderful opportunity to take part in musicianship lessons, chamber 

music, music theory classes or composition workshops.  There are regular concert opportunities and 

visiting masterclass experts.  If you would like to contact Mrs Dembinska for lessons at St Joseph’s 

you can contact her on 07515 474408 or to enquire about the RGS Saturday College, you can email 

SID@reigategrammar.org  for details. 

Voice: 

Mrs Diana Barnsley will be known to many of you previously as a class teacher at St Joseph’s, and 

now offers individual or group singing lessons at St Joseph’s on Thursdays.  If you are interested in 

finding out more or would like to book your child in for singing lessons, please contact Mrs Barnsley 

on 07949 604015. 
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https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries/children/5-to-12-year-olds/summer-reading-challenge?utm_source=Surrey%20County%20Council&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12399123_Surrey%20Libraries%20Primary%20Schools%20Newsletter%203&utm_content=Surrey%20Libraries%20-%20Summer%20Reading%20Challenge&dm_i=16HE,7DR83,18IHZ5,TYVYB,1
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Midday Supervisors Vacancies at Brooklands School 

Brooklands School, Reigate, are currently looking for Midday Supervisors to work during the school 

day.  If you are interested, please have a look at their vacancies on the Brookland School Website. 

https://www.brooklands.surrey.sch.uk/staff-vacancies/

