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Mrs Lawlor writes … 

Dear Parents and Carers,       21st July 2021 

Our wonderful Year 6 children have rehearsed and preformed an end of year production entitled – 

‘Wow, What a Year!’  I really feel that it sums up the sentiment once again of this academic year.  It has 

been a turbulent end of term and I would thank you again for the support you have shown us 

particularly when we have to close ‘bubbles’ and impose isolation. I feel we have fared a little better 

than some schools but equally, I do appreciate the disruption it causes families. Luckily, I think we all 

share the same end goal to try and minimise the spread of infection and keep as many children in school 

as possible.  I am hopeful for September and will update you during the holidays if necessary. 

I have said it many times but we continue to be immensely proud of the children of St Joseph’s. They 

have lived out our school values and we look forward to seeing them develop their skills and talents 

further in the new academic year.  On our recent trip to Wintershall with Year 6, we received so many 

compliments on how well the children behaved and engaged with the activities. I was very proud and 

pleased to hear it! 
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As this academic year ends and ‘school is out for the summer’, I would like to say goodbye and thank 

you to our staff members who will be leaving. Our longest members of staff leaving St Joseph’s are Mrs. 

Fairbanks (27 years) and Mrs. Wasson (30 years). We shall also be saying goodbye to Mrs. Pini after 6 

years of service and to Mrs. Naviera again after 6 years. Mr. Philips and Miss Howlett will also be moving 

on to new school. I hope that they will all take good memories of St Joseph’s with them and I wish them 

all the very best for the future. 

I would like to thank the whole staff team for once again navigating a difficult year with lots of change 

and steep learning curves. I very much hope they take the rest that they deserve and I look forward to 

welcoming them and our new staff members back in September.  

The school will continue to reel from the effects of the pandemic and I hope that we can build the 

capacity and support to ensure that our children continue to develop academically and spiritually. I 

would emphasise the importance of us working together, the school has the best interests of your 

children at heart and I am sure any concerns can be worked on and resolved. You will have seen my 

letter on Friday highlighting staff and their responsibilities to help with working together. 

I would also take this opportunity to thank the governors of St Joseph’s for their dedicated support of 

the school. I would also like to thank Fr Tony for his visits and again unfailing support of the entire school 

community. 

On behalf of the whole staff we wish all our families a happy and restful summer. Thank you for the 

kind messages, gifts and good wishes we received, we are always overwhelmed by your generosity and 

extremely grateful. Please do continue to keep well and safe and I will see you all back on the school 

gate on Thursday 2nd September – please note gates will close at 8:55am – so don’t be late! 

Year 1 

I just wanted to give Year 1 a special mention as they have not been able to return to school for the end 

of term. It is a real blow to them as they won’t have had the chance to say goodbye to their friends and 

teachers. It is also hard on Mrs. Fairbanks who we have not been able to give a traditional St Joseph’s 

send off to! Wishing our Year 1 children and staff a wonderful summer holiday. We have missed seeing 

you in school, you have been in our thoughts and prayers. 

Year 6 moving on to Year 7 

Congratulations to all our Year 6 children for the hard work they have exhibited this academic year for 

the roles and responsibilities they have taken on, and for reaching an important mile stone in their 

school careers. Year 6 will move on to the following secondary schools: St Bede’s, Reigate School, 

Reigate Grammar, Carrington School, Royal Alexandra and Albert, Christ’s Hospital and Sunnydown. 

During our Year 6 testing week, the kitchen provided a mouth-watering breakfast - consisting of Danish 

pastries, yoghurt, melon and fruit juice.  This was very much appreciated by the children! 
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Year 6 enjoyed a lovely end of term picnic in the castle grounds in Reigate a few weeks ago.  

   

I would like to wish them every success and happiness in their future schools. I know they will continue 

to be a credit to St Joseph’s – all the very best and be happy. 

 

 

Year 6 celebrated the end of their time at St Joseph’s with an outdoor Prayer Service watched by their 

parents yesterday. Special thanks to Fr Tony and also Mrs Stockwell and the choir for their beautiful 

accompanying music.   

     

 

Thanks to the weather today, we had an occasion to have a whole school ‘Forward in Faith’ assembly 

outside.  This was a wonderful opportunity to say farewell and good luck to our Year 6 leavers.  

                

“With the future at hand, may you continue to pursue excellence, may 

wisdom and insight guide you as you strive to build bridges not walls. 

Celebrate this achievement and always know a blessing is with you. 

For the spirit of your success is your own.” Shared by Rea 4TS 
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I would also like to wish our Year 6 families well; many families have been associated with St Joseph’s 

for generations and it is always a bit strange moving on from familiar places and routines. I would like 

to thank you for the contributions you have collectively made to the school over the years. I very much 

hope that we will be able to have an open 60th anniversary event so that we can celebrate the long 

association people have with St Joseph’s. 

Sports day 2021 

Although unfortunately we couldn’t have any spectators at this years sports day, the children 

nevertheless each had a fantastic day and excelled themselves in their sporting achievements and 

showed wonderful camaraderie towards each other.  

       

    

  

The scores are…… 

1st 

2nd  

3rd -  

4th –  



 

Learning and laughing together in the light of God’s love. 

A special thanks to Mr Pullar for all his hard work in putting together the Year 6 ‘Wow, What a Year’ 

end of year production for their parents and the rest of the children to see. He has also put together 

the Leaver’s Prayer Service, and the Sports Day compilation which the year group teachers will be 

putting onto Google Classrooms for you all to see soon.  

 

St Joseph’s Association Activities 

The SJA organised a wonderful online baking session for our children. Thank you to all who were 

involved and a special thanks to @Hannahscakesandtreats for volunteering her time, passion and 

creativity in guiding the children through the making, baking and icing experience. As you can see they 

made some absolutely incredible cupcakes.   

      

     

A thank you once again to the St Joseph’s Association for providing ice lollies for all the children and 

staff yesterday, as always, they were appreciated by everyone, particularly during this heat! 

New website for parents to help their children catch-up 

The Department for Education has launched an information site for parents, to support children of all 

age ranges and abilities catch up on lost learning from the pandemic. The site features advice and 

support for parents of children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), as well as 

programmes, resources and activities for children and young people this summer. 

Please do share this with your parent networks. 

Further information can be found on the education catch-up for your child homepage. 
 

https://educationcatchup.campaign.gov.uk/
https://educationcatchup.campaign.gov.uk/
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The Parish of the Nativity of the Lord 

Build a ‘Bug Hotel!’ - would your family like to make a bug hotel this holiday? A rotten tree at St 
Joseph’s Church has been cut down and ideal dead wood is available by the left side of the Scout 
building - help yourselves to a log or two and have fun learning about caring for our environment - 
pass the message around, google  “Laudato Si” for the Pope’s letter on ecology and check out 
Cafod’s guide for primary age children: https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-
resources/Laudato-Si-for-children 
  
There are fantastic Mass resources for families on the new Colour and Shape website.  
Colour and Shape developed over the pandemic providing a weekly video liturgy for families to use at 
home during lockdown. The Colour and Shape video, Connect Sunday (below), has now changed to a 
new shorter format, with a set of accompanying resources available on a brand new 
website. Visit www.colourandshapeonline.com to access weekly resources reflecting on the Sunday 
Gospel, with links to Spotify playlists, ideas on how to pray together as a family, and information on 
how to join the online community supporting families. 
 
Fiddler on the Roof 
 
Phoebe and Sofia, two of our Year 6 children St Joseph's School students have been selected for the 
auditioned cast of the classic musical Fiddler on the Roof at The Harlequin Theatre, Redhill between 
5th – 7th August. They will be performing alongside young people from more than twenty different 
schools and colleges across Surrey, Sussex and Kent. 

For tickets see:  https://harlequintheatre.co.uk/events/yespa-fiddler-on-the-roof/   Do support our 
students if you can! 

   

 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Laudato-Si-for-children
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Laudato-Si-for-children
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=6d7436b88d&e=74447e6759
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=bd1df8341f&e=74447e6759
https://harlequintheatre.co.uk/events/yespa-fiddler-on-the-roof/

