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Mrs Lawlor writes …                    28th September 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The academic year is well underway and I believe we are all getting back into the swing of routines 

and timetables. We have very much adopted a ‘hybrid’ approach to how we are doing things in school 

as we begin to get back to normal practices. The use of technology has definitely stepped up at St 

Joseph’s and we have found many new efficient ways of doing things. Our new staff are settling in well 

and they have already contributed greatly to the teaching team at St Joseph’s. 

Our curriculum information presentations took place on Tuesday 28th and Wednesday 29th September, 

and it was lovely to see so many parents either virtually or in person. Thank you to all those who took 

the time to complete the Google form with regard to what information you would find useful about 

the curriculum. There have been a few questions with regard to what the school is doing to catch 

children up. Last term we were able to target ‘catch up premium funding’ to support children with 

additional tuition. This term we haven’t been provided with the funding as yet and we are managing 

curriculum expectations and lost learning through the year group teams. Intervention has been 

planned by the year leads and is being managed through the school day. I hope that you will gain a 

better understanding of the children’s timetable next week. 

It’s great to see good take up of sports clubs as well as the opportunity for children in Year’s 6, 5 and 

4 to take part in the Young Voices at the O2 Arena in January 2022. Thank you to Mrs Tackie for 

organising the Young Voices event. We understand that there has been some frustration with regard 

to booking clubs and a clash with netball and young voices. It is increasingly difficult to get hall space 

and to ensure we have enough adult support for clubs. We do try and make things as fair as possible 

but unfortunately, we won’t be able to accommodate everyone’s preferences. The Young Voices 

rehearsals will only run up until the beginning of January 2022. There will be a further letter coming 

out to secure a firm commitment to the event as we will need to book coaches. There will be a cost 

attached to it as well but we very much feel the children will gain a lot of enjoyment from it. We have 

around 100 children signed up, a fantastic response. 

Some of the girls in Year 5 were extremely proactive in organising a Macmillan ‘Bake Sale’ on Friday 

24th September. The bake sale coincided with the annual Macmillan coffee morning. Congratulations 

to all those who were involved in baking, organising, poster creating and selling on the day. You raised 

a whopping £350.65 for this important cancer charity.  
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Staffing update 
As I have mentioned we are so pleased to have our new staff as part of the St Joseph’s team and I feel 
that they will be an asset to us as a school.  
 
We are delighted to announce that Mrs Katherine Cook (4TC) is expecting her third child. Mrs Cook 
will be commencing her maternity leave at the end of the autumn term and we will be in contact as 
to which teacher will be supporting Mrs Tackie.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 6 

As St Joseph’s tradition would have 

it, at the beginning of our school 

year, Mrs Lawlor and Mrs McGrath 

presented the children in Year 6 with 

their own, specially designed, Year 6 

tie. The tie identifies the children in 

their final year at St Joseph’s as role 

models at the head of St Joseph’s - 

I'm sure you’ll agree, they look very 

smart! 

Redhill Rotary Club Donation 

On Thursday 23rd September, the 

Rotary Club of Redhill/Redstone 

kindly gifted our Year 6 children with 

their own copy of the Usborne 

Illustrated English Dictionary - these 

were gratefully received and the 

children will look forward to using 

them during the coming year. 

Run Reigate 

It was wonderful to see so many of the St 

Joseph’s School Community getting involved 

in local Run Reigate and Race for Life events 

last weekend.  

Congratulations to all of our medal winning 

children, staff and parents; a fantastic effort. 
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St Joseph’s Association 

The Annual General Meeting for the SJA will be held in the lower hall at 18:30 on Wednesday 13th 

October. As parent and carers at St Joseph’s School, we are all automatically members of the SJA so 

why not come along to the meeting. It’s a great opportunity to share ideas, meet new people and get 

more involved in the St Joseph’s community.  

Don’t forget the SJA run a costume rental. £2 to borrow a costume; the list of all the wonderful 

costumes available can be found on the notice board outside the office.   

 

 

Policies 

We would like to draw your attention to some of our policies, namely Attendance and Mobile Phone 

policies. Please find the full policies on our website. We ask all parents/carers to call before 08:50 to 

record your child’s absence due to illness.  If the phone is unanswered, please leave a message with 

your child’s name, class and reason for absence. 

If your child is going to be away from school for a planned absence, please complete the ‘Leave of 

absence form’ which can be found on the useful forms page on the school website, and return to the 

school office.  

If you give permission for your Year 5 or 6 child to bring a mobile phone to school, please complete 

the relevant form which can be found on the website, and return it to the school office.  Please talk 

through the policy with your child so that they understand their responsibility under this agreement. 

Your child’s phone must be dropped off in the school office every morning and collected at the end of 

the day. Your child’s phone should be appropriately labelled so that it can be identified.  

Please do remember to complete the online form from Twelve15 that was sent out on Parentmail on 

the 20th September. If your child has a special dietary requirement for school dinners (including 

religious/ethical needs), you must fill in an online form due to changes in data needed following the 

introduction of Natasha's Law in November. 

Exciting new opportunity … 

St Joseph’s Association - New Chairperson Needed 

 

The SJA are looking for a new Chairperson.  

The SJA work closely with the school to organise exciting events and raise much 

needed additional funds - more info can be found on the school 

website https://www.stjosephs-redhill.surrey.sch.uk/parent-information/sja/ 

 

The Chairperson provides leadership for the SJA and works closely with the trustees to 

set the agenda for and manage meetings every term. 

This is a really exciting opportunity to be involved with the SJA at a time when we can 

(hopefully) recommence with fundraising and event organising. 

If you would like to register your interest or find out more about the role, please email 

sja-redhill@hotmail.co.uk by 30th September. 

https://www.stjosephs-redhill.surrey.sch.uk/parent-information/sja/
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Attendance 

Please note that the school gates close at 08:55 to continue our staggered intake in the mornings.  

School starts at 08:55. After 08:55 the gates are closed and you must sign your child in through the 

school office and their attendance will be recorded as ‘Late’. 

 
 

Cello Lesson – Yvette Madden  

 

Free School Meals & Pupil Premium 

The Government gives money to schools to help children from lower income families do their very best. 

This funding is called a ‘Pupil Premium Grant’ (PPG). 

For families who qualify for PPG, their children will receive Free School Meals (FSM) (beyond Universal 

Free School Meals (UFSM) which ceases at the end of Year 2), as well as help with other school costs. 

If you would like us to carry out a quick check to see whether you might qualify for the PPG/FSM, then 

please let us know before 5th October 2021 as the grant will be applied for the academic year on the 7th 

October 2021.  Please see our website here for more details about FSM/PPG. 

If you do not qualify for PPG, but are finding it difficult financially, please come and have a confidential 

word with Mrs Lawlor, Mrs De Sampayo or Mrs McGrath, as we may be able to lend a helping hand. 

Mrs Maddon teaches Cello through Surrey Arts on Mondays at St Joseph’s and currently 

has some vacancies.  If you would like to find out more and book lessons for your child or 

enquire about RSO ensembles, please contact Surrey Arts at 01483 519303, or 

email surreyartsmusic@surreycc.gov.uk   

https://www.stjosephs-redhill.surrey.sch.uk/about/statutory-documents/pupil-premium/
https://www.stjosephs-redhill.surrey.sch.uk/ailto:surreyartsmusic@surreycc.gov.uk

