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Mrs Lawlor writes … 

Dear Parents and Carers,       22nd October 2021 

Half term is finally here and I am sure we all ready for a break. The rise in COVID cases amongst some 

of our children in the past week has a been concerning. I very much hope the half term week will serve 

as a circuit break and that after half term we can relax a bit. You will have seen the flurry of letters 

that have come out from the office and I want to reassure you that the school’s Risk Assessment is 

reviewed accordingly in order to protect further infection and also to ensure that staff stay well and 

we minimise any disruption to teaching.  We would encourage regular Lateral Flow testing on adults 

in households and to obviously obtain a PCR test if your child should become symptomatic. I would 

ask that children remain at home until they receive a negative PCR result, this does go against the 

guidance as technically there is no requirement to isolate if you are under 18, however, in the interests 

of others health it is a sensible approach to take, particularly if the child is symptomatic and in light of 

our local situation of cases rising daily.  

I think we have had a good start to the academic year generally and we look forward to continuing 

the autumn term on our return to school on Monday 1st November 2021. Parents evening will be held 

on Tuesday 23rd November 2021 and Thursday 25th November 2021. These meetings will be held using 

the School Cloud system. This is a system we have used before in May 2021 for the postponed parents’ 

evenings. A lot of the feedback we received from parents with regard to virtual meetings was that 

they found the meetings to be too short. We will be ensuring that all virtual meetings will be 10 

minutes in length (they were 8 minutes previously). 

We shall be pleased after half term to welcome back from maternity leave Mrs Katy Lear. Mrs Lear 
will be returning, in November, 2 days a week and will be undertaking cover and group work across 
the school. Congratulations to Mrs Katherine Cook who is expecting her third child in February 2022. 
Mrs Cook will take her maternity leave from the beginning of January 2022. 
 
I very much hope you have a good half term break and that everyone in your households stays well. 

Thank you for your support of the school and staff this half term. 

Crowning of Mary 

 

October 7th is the Feast of Our Lady 

of the Rosary, we therefore 

celebrate Mary during the month of 

October and the children are 

encouraged to bring in a rose to 

surround our beautiful statue of 

Our Lady. 
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Harvest 

 

Y3 Stone Age Day  

On Monday, Year 3 had a fantastic Stone Age Day! It was an opportunity for the children to dress up 

and share some of the experiences of these prehistoric hunter gatherers. The activities included: ‘flint’ 

knapping, jewellery making, pottery, hunting and gathering resources and creating their own 

Stonehenge, using biscuits. Have a look at some of our photos from the day. 

             

Year 3 Carnival 

In Year 3, we really enjoyed learning about the history behind Notting Hill Carnival and about Claudia 

Jones so we held our very own carnival in school. We created our own masks and wore our brightest 

and most colourful outfits to match.  

 

We have had some wonderful 

Harvest celebrations this week, the 

children have been practicing the 

wonderfully appropriate songs. 

Thank you for all your support and 

donations for the St Matthew’s 

Foodbank, they were delighted and 

very thankful for your generosity.  
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Young Shakespeare 

On Monday, the Young Shakespeare Company came to perform Romeo and Juliet to Year 5 and 

6.  Some children were able to perform as key characters from the play and all of them became a part 

of the party scene!  Year 6 have gone on to use this performance as a stimulus for their writing work 

this week, writing diary entries as the characters from the play.  

   

 

Aaron Phipps 

Paralympian Aaron Phipps came into school to talk to the children about his 

experience at the London 2012 and Tokyo 2020 Olympic games.  St Joseph's 

values such as resilience and ambition were discussed and how the children 

can apply these to their own lives (alongside hard work and 

determination).   Aaron was a fantastic motivational speaker to inspire the 

children.  In Aaron’s inspirational words; “We all have choices.” 

             

 

Boys School Football Team 

Furzefield v St. Josephs - It was the boy’s School Team first match of the year and after only a few 

training sessions as a squad the boys performed well. They worked hard for each other and came out 

3-0 winners, goals coming from Nat, Aongus and Maciej, but it was and always is a team effort. Ethan, 

who was only selected on the day of the match due to illnesses, made some very important saves 

when called into action, for the most part he had a quiet time due to some fantastic defending from 

Leonardo, George and Ptolemy. Auryn was the creator of a couple of our goals with Lucas up front, 

who was unlucky not to score himself, and Leo B making some good passes from the wing. Nat was 

chosen as Captain for this match due to always showing consistent good behaviour and listening 

during PE and training. Thanks to the parents for their support at the match and for assisting with 

travel to the match.  
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Head boy and Head girl 2021/22 

After an overwhelming number of applicants from Year 6, Mrs Lawlor was able to work with our 

children and we are now very pleased to say that our new Head Boy and Head Girl for this academic 

year are Maciej and Saoirse, with their Deputies being Shevin and Tilly. I'm sure you would like to join 

us in wishing them well! 

 

House captains 

We would like to introduce our new House Captains for this year too as voted by their peers. We 
wish them well this year! 

  

       St Luke’s - Ryan and Niamh                                   St Matthew’s - Auryn and Munopa 
 

  

  Saint Mark’s - Sean and Anna                        Saint John’s - Ethan and Heidi 
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Black History Month 
This October we have been celebrating Black History and this year we have enjoyed looking at various 
themes in different year groups. The children have explored the topic across the curriculum with links 
to Geography, English, History as well as producing some amazing art work. I would like to thank the 
staff and children for their involvement and interest as we’ve seen some amazing work on displays 
around the school. I would also like to thank all of the children who have entered their fact files into 
our competition and look forward to sharing a selection of work after half term. 
 

     
 

       

 

On October 1st, as an introduction to Black History Month, Year 6 and 5 were able to join a workshop 

by the author Catherine Johnson.  She read and discussed her books Freedom and Race to the Frozen 

North - the children were also lucky enough to ask her questions on these. 
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St Joseph’s Association 

The SJA held their AGM on Wednesday this week and we’re delight to say; Hannah Batchelor and 

Rachel Shepherd will be co-Chairing the role for the SJA.  

The SJA are already planning some exciting community fundraising events including a Book Sale on 

Friday 12th November. In the meantime, if you are having a house sort out over half term and would 

like to donate any books to the sale, please drop them into the office once we’re back. 

Here are some more dates for your diary for some exciting events from the SJA. Details to follow. 

Date Event 

Fri 12th November Book Sale 

Sat 13th November Make a Difference Day 

Fri 3rd December Christmas Trees and Christmas Afternoon 

Fridays from January Weekly Bake Sales after School 

Wed 12th January SJA Meeting 

February 2022 School Quiz 

 

 

 
 

 


