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Mrs Lawlor writes …        December 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

The Christmas Spirit comes in many forms, but the source of our Christmas remains true.  We have 

celebrated Jesus in our prayers and collective worships in St Joseph’s. We have brought the story of 

the birth of Jesus Christ to life in our nativities and through our Wintershall experience. We have 

seen the spirit of Christmas in the kindness and generosity of our community who came together to 

provide an enormous donation to our local foodbank at a time when it is needed most. 

This Advent we have prayed for good health in the face of the rising Covid numbers, and wellbeing 

for those who have been affected either mentally or physically, praying for their comfort and peace.  

“… a thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices”.  We await the birth of our Lord, who brings the light of 

hope and salvation into the World. 

Lord of light,   

We rejoice and celebrate Your birth, a most humble birth in a stable. Help us to become beacons of 

light, of compassion. Help us to think of those less fortunate than ourselves this Christmas, to be filled 

with Your faith, Your love and Your humanity.   Amen 

 

 

After what has seemed like quite a long autumn term, Christmas has come upon us very quickly. Once 

again, we have been celebrating the season of Advent virtually and we look forward to sharing the 

children’s readings, reflections and singing. The recording will be shared with you via secure link and 

we very hope you enjoy the services. We are sorry that we haven’t had parents in school for the 

traditional Nativity plays with the younger children but I think all things considered, it is best all round 

for this year and very much hope and pray that the children get these opportunities again in 

Christmases to come.  Thank you to Mrs Tackie and Mr Pullar for ensuring the singing and recording 

all came together!  The children continue to amaze us every day with their cheerfulness and optimism, 

they really are a credit to you all.  
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Wintershall 
This Advent the children have been able to immerse themselves in the Christmas story with the visit 

from Wintershall (a Christian theatre group), the story was brought alive by the live animals and the 

actors. It was a wonderful experience and I would like to thank Mrs McGrath (RE lead) and the SJA for 

the organisation and gift.   

 

  

 

We had a lovely Christmas dinner day celebration with each year group enjoying their Christmas 

dinner in the hall. We would like to thank the brilliant kitchen staff for once again rising to the occasion 

and providing us with a delicious Christmas meal.  Thank you also to the SJA for providing every child 

with a small gift which added to the festivities. The SJA Christmas fair was again a lovely event which 

enabled us to at least get together for a little while. I think the mulled wine and the toasting of 

marshmallows was a big hit.  A big thank you to Mrs Bachelor, Mrs Shepherd and Mrs Stockwell – as 

well as all the wonderful parents who came along and helped to make it a very special day for the 

children – thank you to them all!  Thank you to Mr Taylor who organised the Christmas tress which 

once again were a bit hit, and for his and Mr Adams help to make sure everyone received their lovely 

trees.  The school was very grateful to receive their gift of a beautiful tree from the SJA. 

I would like to record my thanks to the staff and governing body of St Joseph’s. There is a lot of work 

that goes on behind the scenes and with the challenges of COVID they have all had to find different 

ways of working and getting the job done. In this newsletter you will read the statement written by 

the governing body. I hope that you will take the time to read about the work of the governors. The 

work they carry out is varied and strategic. When you read through you will be able to see the 

development of the school. We predict that we will have a visit from OFSTED early in the spring term. 

We are looking forward to welcoming the inspection team to our school and hope that the whole 

school community will engage positively with the inspection process. 
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St Luke’s Assembly 

 
Maths Week (8th - 12th Nov) 
Classes across the school had a lovely week and enjoyed many different maths activities.  Year 2, for 
example, measured a life-sized whale (chalk drawing!), Year 1 were shopping and using cubes to 
create bar models, and Year 3 were designing a playground made of shapes!  
 
The winners from Times Table Rockstars were classes 2AL, 3F, 4TC, 5D and 6F. Our school overall 
scored 204,571 points (that's 1 point per correct answer!) - a fun and exciting week was had by all.  
 

             

        

On our return from half term we held 
an assembly to celebrate the Feast 
Day of St Luke.  The children from the 
St Luke House attended and the 
assembly was written and presented 
by our St Luke House Captains, Ryan 
and Niamh - they did a wonderful 
job. 
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Make a Difference Day 
Thank you so much to the wonderful children and parents who took part in the ‘Make a Difference 
Day’. It was a really productive morning and thank you all for your hard work, support and kindness. 
The children were real assets too and behaved so well.  
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Remembrance Day Assembly 
On Thursday 11th November, Year 6 led us in a moving and poignant remembrance assembly. 
Through sharing personal anecdotes of family members’ experiences during World War I and II and 
explaining the importance of the occasion, they ensured that the whole school was able to pay their 
respects to those who have fought and are still involved in conflict around the world today. 
 

   
 
 
Odd Sock day 
On the 15th November the whole school took part in the national ‘Odd Sock’ campaign to raise 
awareness for anti-bullying.  
 

           
 
Girls Football team 
The girls football team played their first ever match on Monday 29th November against St. John’s 
primary school, it was a proud moment for the school as we have not had a girl’s football team in 
previous years.  

The match was played with great sportsmanship and huge excitement from both teams, as this was 
also St. John’s first game this year. We started the game very well, making some early chances in front 
of the opposition teams’ goal through some lovely passing between, Sofia P, Rose and Heidi. St. John’s 
then took the lead, one of their players broke free past our defensive line to face our Goalkeeper Lara 
S one-on-one and unfortunately for us the St. John’s player found the back of our net.  

Half time came and we were 1-0 down but the girls were in good spirits and knew we had played really 
well and were a bit unlucky to be losing. However, we agreed that we needed to shoot a little harder 
and more often when we were close to their goal, as the first half saw us get into some great positions 
to shoot but we either didn’t kick as hard as we should have, or we decided to pass instead of 
shooting.  

The second half saw us on top for the majority of the half and it was only a matter of time before we 
scored. Our goal came from Sofia P who was brilliant throughout the game, our defence of Saoirse & 



 

Learning and laughing together in the light of God’s love. 

Munopa was not letting anything past them this half and were great protection for Almu who was 
now the Goalkeeper for the second half. Chloe, Scarlett, Heidi, Lara S & Rose all were working really 
hard to try and get the second goal to win the game, but despite all their tireless work the match 
finished 1-1. The girls should be very proud of how they represented the school in this game, both 
with their hard work throughout the game but also, as previously mentioned, their sportsmanship 
towards each other and the other team.   Mr. Kavanagh & Mr. Topson 
 

 
Boys Football Team 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reigate College Pantomime 
We were very fortunate to have Reigate College perform their Panto for us again this year. The key 
stage 2 children had a thoroughly enjoyable time watching and participating in ‘Alice of Wonderland’.   
We would like to thank them for coming to entertain us again – they were fantastic - oh yes they were! 
 

   
  

The boy’s team participated in a very well 
organised football tournament for the local school. 
The boys behaved extremely well and represented 
the school perfectly. We came second in our group, 
only losing one game to the eventual winners of 
the tournament - Meath Green.  We then played 
Reigate Priory and unfortunately lost 1-0 in Extra 
Time. 

Our last game which we won against Sandcross A 
team 1-0 meant we finished the tournament 6th 
Place out of 14 schools.  

The boys played tremendously throughout and 
never gave up. Kudzai in goal was player of the 
tournament as he made some crucial saves in every 
game. Lucas scored 4 goals, Aongus scored 2 goals 
and Maciej scored 1 goal. 

Well done to all the team and thanks to the 
parents who supported us on the day. 
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Love of Reading 
Over the Autumn term children across the school have been able to attend a variety of virtual 
workshops and book events with different authors. The children have enjoyed the sessions and this 
has helped introduce them to other genres of writing. Caroline Horn from Reading zone who has 
organised these book club events, has made an incredibly generous donation to the school of a 
range of KS1 and KS2 books for the children to read, for which we are extremely grateful. Keep 
reading! 
 

 

 

St Matthew’s Food bank collection 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to St Luke and St Mark who have shared joint first position this term. 

St Luke and St Mark 328 

St Matthew 304 

St John 294 

A huge thank you to everyone at St 

Joseph’s for your incredibly generous 

donations this week; you have 

outdone yourselves! Your donations 

will help families in our local 

community. 
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Harry Potter Tour 

Year 6 were lucky enough to visit the Harry Potter Studio Tours on Monday 13th December.  Everyone 

had a fantastic time seeing the real life sets of the franchise and the props that were used in the movies 

too.  Pupils even got the chance to fly on broomsticks and sit on a carriage of the Hogwarts Express! 

We all felt very fortunate to be able to end our term with this trip as the children have worked very 

hard this year.  It was an exciting day out and we hope that it elicited an interest in reading the books!  

       

          

 

Governance Statement 

Please find below the annual governance statement. If you have any questions please feel free to 

contact Barbara Barrett Chair of Governors barbarabarrett@stjosephsredhill.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:barbarabarrett@stjosephsredhill.co.uk
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St Joseph’s Association 

 

What a wonderful few months of fundraising we’ve had! Thank you to everyone who 

donated, volunteered, supported or came and spent their money at one of the 

events.  We loved meeting all our new parents throughout the school, who came 

along for their first time and helped at our events, manning a stall, making up 

hampers, clearing the pathways on make a difference day, and for helping in many 

different ways.  All parents at St Joseph’s School are members of the SJA and every 

bit of support helps to raise funds that go directly into providing an enhanced school 

experience for our children.  We look forward to meeting many more parents in 2022 

– everyone is welcome! 

With a combination of all the fundraising activities, the SJA have raised a whopping 

£2680! That’s incredible! 

Thank you, St Joseph’s community, that’s a huge amount of money that will be spent 

on wonderful opportunities and activities for all of our children.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Date for your diary: evening of Friday 25th February 2022, 

the annual SJA quiz. More details to follow. 

Book and Christmas Jumper sales = £200 

Christmas Trees = £260 

Bags 4 School Donations = £150 

Christmas card creations = £170 

Christmas event = £1900 
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May we wish you all a very happy, healthy and relaxing 

Christmas break from all the staff at St Joseph’s. 

Christmas Mass Times 

Friday 24th Dec – 6.00pm St Joseph’s (Vigil Mass) 

Friday 24th Dec – Midnight Holy Family (Midnight Mass) 

Saturday 25th Dec – 9.00am St Joseph’s (Dawn Mass) 

Saturday 25th Dec – 11.00am St Teresa’s (Day Mass) 

 

It is hard to predict exactly what the New Year will bring 

in terms of continuing to beat the pandemic! We will 

naturally keep you informed should the guidance 

change in anyway. The children’s first day back will be 

Wednesday 5th January 2022 

I am hopeful for a happy and healthy New Year and wish 

to convey my Christmas good wishes to you and your 

families.  

We would like to thank you for the warm wishes, gifts 

and cards of thanks we have received, including this 

incredible wreath cake from Mrs Elquiero, it tasted as 

good at it looked! 

 


