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Mrs Lawlor writes         1st April 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The end of the spring term is here, and it has been wonderful to see the sunshine and the lighter 
evenings. Thankfully our COVID cases this half term has significantly reduced, and we have been able 
to reintroduce assemblies and singing. 3A celebrated a wonderful assembly about journeys and we 
were delighted to be able to welcome parents to the event. On St Patrick’s Day we had assemblies to 
celebrate the saint and Irish culture. Thank you to our wonderful Irish Dancers – Saoirse, Aoife, Adam, 
Patrick and Beatrice. Year 2 also created a prayer in the style of artwork from Hannah Dunnett. 

     

   

I hope by now you will have been able to read our OFSTED report. We are all pleased with the findings 
and the comments in the report. We look forward to continuing to work on all areas to ensure 
consistency and a robust approach to all aspects of school improvement. We are expecting to be 
inspected sometime in May by the Diocese under their denominational inspection framework. Please 
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could I ask that you complete the parental questionnaire sent out by Mrs McGrath (RE lead) so that 
we can audit our school’s provision. 

We had a wonderful celebration on St Joseph’s Day and the children and adults enjoyed eating ice 
lollies in the sunshine kindly donated by the St Joseph’s parent Association (SJA). This year we were 
joined by members of our governing body to celebrate what is good about St Joseph’s and to spend 
some time with the children in their lessons and activities. There was a variety of lessons for governors 
to see – French lesson, Forest School sessions, singing, art and recorders. A big thank to our staff and 
governors for making St Joseph’s Day a good celebration of learning and being together. 

     

   

 

The recent events in Eastern Europe have undoubtedly upset and 
concerned us and I want to thank everyone for their generous donations 
and support of Ukrainian families and our local community. I hope you have 
been able to plant the sunflower seed and offer a prayer to the people who 
are caught up in the conflict. 

  

On the Feast of the 
Annunciation a small group of 
children from Year 4 walked to 
St Joseph's church to join the 
parish mass. Before mass we lit 
3 candles. One for the rest of our 
friends in Year 4, one for the 
whole school and one for the 
people of Ukraine and Russia. We joined the other parishioners to listen to 
God's word and we received a special blessing at communion time. Today 
was extra special because Fr Tony read the consecration prayer that Pope 
Francis would pray later in Rome when he consecrates all people, but 
especially the people of Russia and Ukraine, to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary for her motherly protection. The prayers reminded us of how the 
people of the world have been moving away from God's love and we prayed for peace in the world. 
Fr Tony also invited us to go up to the altar and see the special pictures in the mass book. 
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It was wonderful to be able to host a face-to-face parents evening last week and the children were 
proud to be able to share their work and for parents to see displays around the school. We have 
recently sent out a list of forthcoming events planned for the rest of the academic year we very much 
look forward to them and a return to life as we knew it. We are continuing to be hit by waves of COVID 
the last few weeks we have seen the office, kitchen and Energy Kidz experience staff shortages. 
 
Staffing updates 
After 23 years of service to the school Mrs Geraldine Cosens will 
be leaving St Joseph’s to take up retirement. She has been a 
familiar presence around the school for a long time and I am very 
grateful to her for the work she has done to support the school in 
so many different ways over her time here. She is a great friend 
to us all and she will be missed! I am sure you will join me in 
wishing her health and happiness.  

 
At the end of term, we shall also be officially saying goodbye to 
Mrs Laura Gilbert. Mrs Gilbert has been on maternity leave and 
has now decided to take some time at home with her young boys. 
I would like to thank her for the years of service she has provided 
the school and wish her all the very best with her future career 
plans.  

 
 

Stations of the Cross 

Thank you to the Year 4 children for leading us so reverently in the Stations of the Cross as we prepare 
in school for Holy Week and the celebration of Easter. "Year 4 have been working hard to retell the 
story of Good Friday. They led a beautiful and poignant Stations of the Cross Liturgy to the whole 
school.  All the children responded with reverence and respect. Well done Year 4 for helping to deepen 
the understanding of this sad event." 
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Book Week 

Book week was a wonderful celebration and thoroughly enjoyed by all! Thank you to Mrs Kirwan for 
leading the activities including KS2 sharing stories and reading to KS1 and the very much enjoyed and 
enthusiastic ‘Teacher Reading Dash!’ 
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Reception Fun 

In Reception, we used some of the voluntary donation fund to provide pancakes for the children to 
celebrate Shrove Tuesday. For our art sessions we made African styled necklaces as part of our topic 
on Handa's Surprise. 

 

         
 

          
   

World Maths Day 

On the 23rd of March it was World Maths Day! Year 2 celebrated this by learning all about Katherine 
Johnson, a famous female mathematician who used her super maths skills to send astronauts to 
space! We then designed and made paper aeroplanes and measured how far we could throw them!  
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St Josephs - Out and About   

On the 23rd of February, Year 2 took a trip to Hever Castle as part of our Magnificent Monarchs topic! 
We had a brilliant day and a big thank you to the parent helpers who came and joined us. We learned 
all about the life of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, we explored the castle and the beautiful grounds 
where they once lived and even got to play in the maze!   

    

    

 
On Friday 25th March, Year 5 went to Hampton Court Palace. We started the day by having a tour 
around the grounds which was a lot of fun. We enjoyed looking at all the different sculpted trees and 
the enormous fountains. Some of the fountains were so big they even had fish in them! We couldn't 
get over how lucky Henry VIII was to have such beautiful gardens. Then we had a talk on Henry VIII. 
We learnt (and debated) about all the different opinions that people have about him as king. Did you 
know that he was over 6 foot tall, and he insisted that Hampton Court had to be redesigned 6 times 
because it wasn't grand enough? Finally, we ended our day by going on an audio tour of Hampton 
Court. We looked at Henry VIII's kitchens, chapel, bedrooms and the corridor which Catherine Howard 
haunts! We also couldn't believe how big his dining room was; you could fit over 24 people on the 
table. Thank you to all the adults that helped out... we had a really fun day, and we were so glad it was 
hot and sunny! 
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St Joseph’s Sporting Achievements  
 

Cross Country - On the 1st March the children represented the school extremely well in tough 
conditions. We had several children fall over during the race due to the rain and mud they were 
running in but that didn't stop any of the children from finishing the race. As a school we finished 4th 
overall, well done to the whole team.  

 

Super Success at Netball Tournament - On the 29th of March, 7 children took park in the annual district 
Netball tournament at Carrington School. It was predicted to rain but we were so lucky that the whole 
afternoon was rain free! 
 
14 schools were split into two groups. We were in Group 1 and played against: Meath Green, Salfords, 
Reigate Priory, Lime Tree, RAA and Earlswood. We won 4 out of the 6 games, with one game being 6-
0 (with Rhian and Aldrich as our shooters)! The children played brilliantly and used everything that 
they had learnt in training, on the court. They had fantastic footwork, great communication and good 
game awareness, not to mention some super shots! We came 3rd in our group which meant that we 
were in the Plate Semi Final. We played Merstham and what a close and intense game it was. The ball 
was going from end to end, but ultimately we won, which meant we were through to the Plate Final.  
 
Our final match was against Furzefield, a team we had previously played in the league, so we knew it 
wasn’t going to be easy! After nail-biting moments, we ended up winning the game 2-1 and winning 
the Plate!! 

 
I am so proud of each individual child who played. They thoroughly deserved the win and recognition. 
They all played extremely well, particularly Lara, who put her whole body on the line (quite literally!) 

 

 
 

Netball Club 
On a separate note, a massive well done to all the children who were part of Netball Club this season. 
Their skills have improved greatly, and they were a delight to teach/coach. Thank you to the parents 
for all their support and enthusiasm on the side-line during games and for help with lifts! 
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Year 2 Football Tournament – On Tuesday 22nd March some Year 2 children took part in a school’s 
football tournament at Sandcross School. The enjoyed getting involved in a variety of games using 
different skills. The children were exceptionally well behaved and represented the school perfectly. A 
special congratulations to Conor for being presented with the “most hard working” medal. 
 

 
 

Speed stacking Club – On Friday lunchtimes we have been holding a speed stacking club for KS2. This 
has been greatly supported and thoroughly enjoyed by our children over the last term.  

 

Girls Football Team - The girls are proving to be a tough team to play against as they continue their 
unbeaten run. The girls are getting better and more confident with each game they play, and they are 
enjoying every minute of it. Matches this half term; V Reigate priory - St Joseph’s won 4-0  / V 
Furzefield - St Joseph’s won 3-1 . 
 

 

Boys Football Team - results for March 2022 
V Reigate priory - St Joseph’s won 1-0  / V Wray common - the match was a draw 0-0  / V Earlswood - 
St Joseph’s won 2-0  
 
We may have a chance of winning the league, but it all depends on the results from the other schools 
that still have matches to play. We will pray and keep our fingers crossed, but nevertheless the team 
have improved greatly as they have only lost 2 matches all season which happened at the start of the 
season and haven’t lost since.  
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Thank you to the SJA for the great organisation of the ‘present room’ for Mother’s Day! There was a 
great response and a wonderful selection of gifts. I hope Mother’s Day was enjoyed by all the families. 
 

     

The SJA would like to extend a huge and heartfelt thank you for your incredibly generous donations 

and support over the last half term.  The Smartie tube donations alone raised a fantastic £1727 for 
our children. 
 
The SJA look forward to seeing you all this Sunday for the Spring Walk and Treasure Hunt, followed by 
hotdogs back at the school gates. 
     

I am sure we will all be grateful for a 
bit of down time over the Easter 
weekend.  

I wish you and your families a happy, 
holy and restful Easter, rejoicing in the 
joy of the risen Lord.  

I feel we are blessed to be in our 
community of St Joseph’s, and I look 
forward to an enjoyable and peaceful 
summer term. 

 


